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KUTNO'S JEWISH CEMETERY: A HISTORY

Kutno 2026



In blessed memory

of the Jewish inhabitants of our town,

who have been resting in Kutno's cemetery for centuries,
the Holocaust victims buried in mass graves,

and those murdered at the Kulmhof extermination camp
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Introduction

Every Jewish community aims to have a synagogue, a mikveh and a cemetery, as
these have traditionally formed the backbone of Jewish communities. The
commandment to bury the dead has been part of Judaism since time immemorial.
Jewish cemeeries are considered holy places in perpetuity and must not be disturbed
until the Last Judgement, when all the dead will rise again. Jewish religious law provides
specific instructions relating to death and burial. The grave must be dug into the ground,
and the corpse must be covered with earth. It should be noted that this earth belongs to
the deceased and cannot be removed, as this would distress them and amount to
despoiling them. Entombment is prohibited by Jewish religious law, which states that
the body must be laid to rest in the earth to decompose naturallgTherefore, cremation
and exhumation of human remains are forbidden.

In the Jewish tradition, a burial plot becomes holy as soon as it is purchased for a

cemetery, even before any burials hataken place there. Buried remains are also

granted special status, since, according to Judaism, the soul retains a connection to
the body after death. Disturbing the body is therefore considered to be disturbing

the soul. Therefore, graves must remain iokate 3

Cemetery grounds must be enclosed by a wall or fence. If this is not possible, they
must be separated from the surroundings by a ditch or ramparft A cemetery must never
be used as a shortcut. It is an area dedicated to the dead and therefore cainprioritise

the living, even by saving them time.

'$0LQD &D4D +DQQD : JU]\Q HHistori®iENX.GI\® O UDD 0 B, ARG 2000, B161.

2 DURO :RJLNRZVNL 3=Z\F]DMHinSRifibend& RZHQ RE&YX *y U D S

https://cejsh.icm.edu.pl/cejsh/element/bwmetal.elemensef2 3916109 year2019issueb-article-

5803d1b818f2-331d993Fd6a526e000cfccessed: 15.07.2025].

37HUHVD .OLPRZLF] 3DZH4& 6\JRZVNL7UJRR &MBLQWDDMNR GRZEMN]LHM SRGU

dobrych praktyk w ochronie dziedzictwa lokalnglgablin 2018, p120.

4 JanJagielski, * PHQWDU]H *\GRZVNLH Z 3ROVF HttpyBAeZ @d.QV/pladxjdd LQIRUPDFMI
kultura-zydowska/religia/cmentarzeydowskiew-polscenajwazniejszenformacije [accessed: 14.07.2025].

57HUHVD .OLPRZLF] 3DZH&a 6\JRZE@NI[IHNRQ#pRdD., 7TBUDMNR $Q
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https://cejsh.icm.edu.pl/cejsh/element/bwmeta1.element.ojs-issn-2391-6109-year-2019-issue-6-article-5803d1b8-18f2-331d-993f-d6a526e000ce
https://cejsh.icm.edu.pl/cejsh/element/bwmeta1.element.ojs-issn-2391-6109-year-2019-issue-6-article-5803d1b8-18f2-331d-993f-d6a526e000ce
https://sztetl.org.pl/pl/tradycja-i-kultura-zydowska/religia/cmentarze-zydowskie-w-polsce-najwazniejsze-informacje
https://sztetl.org.pl/pl/tradycja-i-kultura-zydowska/religia/cmentarze-zydowskie-w-polsce-najwazniejsze-informacje

At the CrossDisciplinary Conference on European Jewish Cemeteries in Vilnius in
2015, Rabbi Abraham Ginsberg, Director of the Committee for the Preservation of Jewish
Cemeteries in Europe, saidlt is not the external appearance of a cemetery that is its
essential aspect; it is the guarantee of total peace for those interred there that is
significant. The existence of tombstones or the lack of them is not the important point
what is essential is the asrance that the human remains within the graves are
—oetco——" Ft& o Z'¢% fe fe> S—efe "fefcee f'F '"iefe_3§
maintained, whether or not the tombstones remain thefe.

The Jewish cemetery in Kutno is located on a hill between of Soskéego,
Zdrojowa and Tarnowskiego streets. Its highest point rises 132 metres above sea level.
The incline is steep, with a slope greater than 5%. The elevation differendeetween the
highest point (near Sobieskiego Street) and the area along Tarnowskie@itreet is 12
metres. The entrance used to be located on the Spokojna Street side. There are no
surviving divisions into sections or circulation routes. A few matzevah fragments are

scattered throughout the grounds, and most of the gravestones are in theognd.

6 Abraham Ginsberd/)nderstanding of the value of Jewish cemeteti@ps://sztetl.org.pl/en/tradycjakultura
zydowska/religia/jakozumieewartoseczydowskichcmentarzyjaccessed 15.09.20R5
7 Kutna. Dzieje miastaed.Ryszard Rosin, Warszawa y G ( S
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The Location of the First Cemetery (? 1793)

According to YIVO historian Yeshayahu Trunk, the earliest documented mention
of Jews in Kutno dates back to 1513. However, we can reasonably assume that Jews

arrived in the town by the seond half of the 15th century at the latest:

The oldest document concerning the Jews of Kutno is dated 1513. In the same year,
King Sigismund granted an "iron charter" to three Jews from Kutno, specified in the
document by their given names: Moshe, Solonf@hlomo) and Lewek. This deed
authorizes debtors' freedom from payment of their debts for a period of one year
although from the date of this document it should not be assumed that Jewish
settlement in Kutno was only established from the beginning of #&h century. It

can be supposed that Jews arrived in Kutno no later than the second half of the 15th
century. In the two neighboring communities |,<e fet ‘e—><ews were
already dwelling there in the first half of the 16th century. From the middiEthe

16th century Polish documents already mentioned names of Jewish merchants from
Kutno, although, until the 18th century, most of the sources concerning all aspects
of the lives of the Jews in this town are meagre. Interestingly, in 1685, we cainfind
Amsterdam a printer named Asher ben Anshel Kutner, whose name without doubt
bears witness to his home town.

By around 1500, there were five Jewish colonies in the province of Rawa,

<o Z—tco% —St —™ee | celq O'™c . oKétnof(@rfolleownes f ...ce t ™
—™e 4 S"ft 7 —Stetr . 'Z'ecte SfT FT™ceS "fZc%o< —e .. 'ee—o
‘. Sf...oet™& o Sce ™Mve te _SF Sce—'"5 0 _SF f™e o —SF T
"7te —St sw-S - -Sf sz-S ..te——">4 [ ™klewidh géttleMentine —f —feo -

Kutno had become an independent community by around 1570 An independent
community could have its own house of prayer or synagogue, as well as a cemetery,
cantor and rabbi. The kehilla was an autonomous social entity within the wat town.
These two realms remained separate but also intermingled. The Kutno community

developed and continued to strengthen its economic position. It was headed by elders

8 <HVKD\DKX 7UXQN 37KH +LVWRU\ RI W, kKHKuthoZan SurEnBikgs Bdokg\ LQ . XWQR’
Aviv 1968, p 12 https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/kutno/kut011.htfatcessed 169.2025.
93DZH& )LMDAGRZY ZRMHZyG]WZDFK & F]®eWIilvkeky WdrsZzans LID9Zp.;40.
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who managed its affairs and were known as the kahal. Therefore, we can assume that a
Jewish community had been established in Kutno by the mithth century, while the

Jewish cemetery was founded in the 16th century.

In an article on synagogues and Jewish cemeteries in Mazovia, Eleonora Bergman

touches on the dating of Jewish cemeteries ir St "% <‘ed St e—f—-te —Sf— 0-St
e faZ> <o 1t «12thsceiBury?) and Warsaw (15th century?), and starting in the
sx—=S ..fe——"> —Si"F ™I Fef—fVcFe <o <F..Sfex™E | <4

>e 02 ' %o " 1o Bght of the fact that most Kunians believe the Jewish cemetery in
Kutno to have been founded in 1793, the establishment of the cemetery in the 16th
century is an important piece of information. Jewish scholars and the authors of articles
in the Kutno Memorial Book also cite the 16thcentury as the founding date of the

cemetery, a fact that we discuss further in this publication.

In order to answer the question of when the Jewish cemetery in Kutno was
T8 fettta ™t —ef —St —t7ee 0 <UocefZ .. tet—-1"50 —e—<Z sy{u
19t{ fet O0eFf™ .. Fe¢1-11939). THe {question to be answered concerns the
location of the original cemetery, as no footprint remains. Documents relating to the
original Jewish cemetery were destroyed by fire along with other Kutno community
records seveal times throughout history.11 During the occupation, the Germans took
away and destroyed headstones, including the oldest ones. YIVO historian Yeshayahu

Trunk writes about the Chevra Kadisha, the Jewish burial society:

Mosze Majzler headed the communityouncil and at the same time was the
caretaker of the burial society. As mentioned, the income from the ritual bath house
was at the disposal of the society, and the society was informed of matters referring
to charity, care of the sick, etc. Typical ofetltompeting status of the burial society

is a detail in the protocol from the year 1791 that three years previously (that is, in

1787) the poll tax of a village lease holder from Golmbow' I , , <+ Was reduced

10 (OHRQRUD %HUJPDQ 36\QDJRJL L FPHQRudNK MazovieRidbY A 2@ WD]JRZV] X"
.89, https://bazhum.muzhp.pl/media/texts/rocznilezowiecki/2013om-25/rocznik_mazowiecki2013{25-
s7692.pdf[accessed: 09.07.2025].

11 The wooden synagogue also burned down in a fire in 1753.fPawW LM DANRZVNL RS FLW S ,
destroyed several wooden buildings belonging to the Jewish community in Kutno, including a travellers' inn, a

charity soup kitchen and a hospital. The brick synagogue building survived. See: Janusz Pe@lpk,

NXWQRZVF\ RG ;9, GR ;; ZLHNX QD7WOX (UyGH& DURKKED CH\FRLUYV $ 6L
PHQWLRQV WKDW WKH FHPHWHU\ KDV D KLVWRU\ iV Bi@Q gdQJ \HDUV 6
Surroundings Boalp. 407.



https://bazhum.muzhp.pl/media/texts/rocznik-mazowiecki/2013-tom-25/rocznik_mazowiecki-r2013-t25-s76-92.pdf
https://bazhum.muzhp.pl/media/texts/rocznik-mazowiecki/2013-tom-25/rocznik_mazowiecki-r2013-t25-s76-92.pdf

following cancellation of a loan of 300 zloty that he had borrowed in order to buy

land for the extension of the cemete¥y.
Historian Lipman Comber wrote similarly of the same document before Trunk:

The same people who were at thedd of the Chevra Kadisha were those elders of
the community. | do not have specific proof of this, but a light is cast upon this
because of a protocol from 1791. Therein it is stated that the wardens of the Chevra
Kadisha three years prior, had partiallfreed a neighbouring village Jew from head
tax for three years because he refused the 300 gildn loan that he gave for the
purchase of a parcel of ground for a cemetépy.

Recollections cited in an article by Mosh&inchas Szpiro, shed light on where the

original plot was situated:

On a hill, there was this very old cemetery, with old tombstones from hundreds of

years ago. Next to it was the second cemetéry.

We hypothesise that the Kutno Jewish cemetery has occupied the same site from
its foundation until the present day. The original cemetery was located on a hill in the
eastern part of the current site. It spread westwards, expanding in 1793 and 1929, and

has remained within these boundaries ever since.

The oldest known map on which the Kutno Jewish cemeateis marked is a 1793
map of South Prussia by Gilly "*ea ™S* Zf, tZ2Zft «— 0 —tfe <"..S*""04&

the cemetery was in operation long before 1793

12 Yeshayahu TruN 37KH +LVWRU\ RI WKH -HZLV KKW&R Brif S QroWding€BopgfW QR "~ L Q
25. https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/kutno/kut011.htfatcessed 23.12.2025]

B Lipman Comber 3 7KHQRWo XULDO 6RFLHW\ DW WKH % H AlpRtQré ¢ JeWdishWKH WK &

cultural life in a Polish town at the beginning of the 19th century
https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/kutnafkd54.html[accessed 17.09.2025]

14 MoshePinchas Szpiro 37KH % LJ :D Q KhthblaQdISurrbu@dings Bopk
https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/kutno/kut384.html#Page390390.

15 The Kutno Jewish cemetery appears on Gilly and Cron's map of South Prussi&Z @®ifmap no. N 14431

leaf 38; scale: 1:50 000). Ref. no. SBB_IIIC_Kart_N 14431 Blatt 38. Collection of Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin,
map department. This fact is mamted inRyszard Rosinkutno. Dzieje miastaWarszawatay G ( S

DQG *UD*ARIPPNRZVND 35R]ZyM SUJHVWU]JHQQ\ PLDVWD XKia® QLVW\ND L

poprzez wiekiKutno tay G ( YRO , S


https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/kutno/kut011.html
https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/kutno/kut054.html
https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/kutno/kut384.html#Page390

——e'5e f™(eS tef—1"> ef"eit WMkEE <'SISM @ Gitly-gndCroh
map of South Prussia from 1793 (map no. N 14431l. 38; scale: 1:50 000). Ref. no.
SBB_IIIC_Kart_N 14431 Blatt 38. From the collection of the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, map
department.

One of the most important tasks for a newly estaldhed Jewish community was
to acquire land for a cemetery. The establishment of a cemetery marked the end of the
community's organisational period and made it autonomous. Several community
institutions were also established, including a hospital and chardble societies, such as
the Chevra Kadisha (Holy Brotherhood), a burial society. The Chevra Kadisha would
prepare bodies for burial, organise interments, and maintain the cemetery. Its tasks may
also have included caring for the sick and overseeing the @l or hospice, although in
some communities, a different brotherhood was responsible for visiting the sick.

By the end of the 17th century the Kutno community had become one of the

largest in central Polandt” According to a census from 1765, almost ehdbusand Jews

16 $QQD OLFKMagdeBM&ENBPHWUDFWZD SRIJUJHERZH Z JPLQDFK *\GEKYMNLFK 5]HF]
Z ,’Kwartalnik Historii Kultury Materialnej vol. 66, no. 4 (2018), Warszawa 2018, p. 4B88.

7'DULXV] ODUFKHZND 3)\G]L NXWQRZVF\ L LFK JPLQDLZ; NRZIFEXN;»",,, ZLHN_
Kutnowskie Zeszyty Regionalh@98,vol. 2, p. 40.



were living in Kutno.18 In 1796, the kehilla employed five gravedigger%? It should be

noted that in 1800, Jews made up 70 percent of the town's populatiéh.

18 $OLQD &D4&4D +DQQD : JU]\QHdp. ct, pEI¥&. HOD =DOHZVND

19 6WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 34RFN .XWQR %UDQFK $0. UHI QR

20 $OLQD &D4D +DQQD : JU]\Q Hady. cit,pElg8. HO D =DWKEZWNIRJIXUH ZDV
)L M D & Nap Zcit,Nb L126.
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The Old Cemetery (1793 1929)

In 1793, the cemetery, which had been in existence since the 16th century, was
expanded to incorporate new plots that had been purchased for it. Construction of the
Great Synagogue was still underway. Work had started some 20 years earlier but was
stalled due to a lak of funding. The building was not completed until 1799. As
previously mentioned, the Jewish community had to borrow money to extend the
cemetery. By 1800, Kutno's Jewish population numbered around 1,000 people,
accounting for over twothirds of the town's total population. This suggests that
acquiring additional land for the cemetery was deemed more urgent than completing
the Great Synagogue. The cemetery's 1793 boundaries remained unchanged for almost
140 years. An aerial photograph from 1939 shows the hmdary between the old and
new parts, as well as a line which may have been the footprint of a wall dividing the old
and original cemeteries.

The following diagram illustrates how the Jewish cemetery in Kutno may have
evolved:

The red arrows stow where the walls that once separated the three plots used to be. Detail of an
aerial photograph of the Kutno Jewish cemetery taken in September 1939. From the collection of
the Jewish Kutno Group.



In the records of the Mayor of Kutno relathg to the city privileges granted
between 1820 and 1861, we find an entry about the size of the Jewish cemetery. This
information is recorded in the land measurement book for land belonging to the city of
Kutno.2! The Jewish cemetery (2norgi, 97 ’ ", Jis listed next to the Catholic cemetery

(4 morgi, 82 ' " | 5and the Protestant cemetery (218’ ", 9>

ce— 7 'Z‘_ o:tfo_":to:to_o ~em Zfo"‘ ‘™Mot w> _é:t «(—> T ——e'§ _f_:t
Branch, AMK ref. no. 69, |. 113, 114.

In a copy ofthe Liquidation table22 approved for residents of Kutno on 11 July
1868, the Jewish cemetery, measuring @orgi 97 ' ", = has been entered along with the
Catholic and Protestant cemeteries. This corroborates the data from an earlier
document, the Land Meastement Book of the City of Kutno from 18201861. For
comparison, the Old Market Square covered an area ofrorgi 108 ', >the New
Market Square covered 1morga 272 ', & fet —St —""tftefet”e5 fref— T —
Rynek) covered 1morga 61 ', —>Liquidation tables concerning private, institutional
and entailed estates were property deed documents that constituted legal evidence of

ownership.23

226WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 34RFN . XWQR %UDQFK $0. UHI QR o
2 6WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 34RFN . XWQR %UDQFK $0. UHI QR o
2 0RQLND OLND 3*+LVWRULDnir&aWDWXWNIXXIJRDOV MINFRIRR2DLM nVé PR Y Z ZLHMVI

9



A copy of the Liquidation Table (in Russian) for residents of the City of Kutno, approved on 11 3
July 1868 .State A...S<" 1 <o ['...e4 ——e' "fe..Sa "t"a «'a zu{a ...'"1"7a Za
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Sholem Asch described the Kutno Jewish cemetery as follows:

The old cemetery is located on a hill and the gravestones are shaded by trees. Under
every tree is a gravestone, and under every ggatone sleeps a soul, and they all
look down on the town. Every rabbi's grave is surrounded by those of his community
members, enabling the generations to be counted according to the rabbinical
graves. The names of some of the dead can still be heard gntio@ living. They
have etched themselves into the town's stone and wood, its streets and backyards.
There is silence in the cemetety.

It is difficult to estimate the exact number of burials in Kutno's Jewish cemetery.
Before World War Il, it contained th* —e fete ‘7 %" f " foe—‘efe fof ™feo f "f"c—f
‘T ef-0etT —08 ¢ —SFc<” ecte— o't St ‘Stz t,7t™F —fe— 7 8
Yoshua Trunk. Pious Jews travelled to his grave to ask for health or personal success.
Ohelim are erected over the gaves of particularly revered rabbis or tsadikkim. Rabbi
Israel Joszua Trunk's ohel was a small brick building measuring 3.9 m x 4.2nsjtuated
in the north-eastern part of the cemetery. Its purpose was to protect the rabbi's grave
and distinguish him asa spiritual leader. It was destroyed by the Nazis during the

German occupation.

24 Szalom AszMiasteczkoJanowiec nd : LV & S >H[FHUSW WUDQVODWHG IURP WI
25 https://zabytek.pl/pl/obiektitutno-cmentarzzydowski[accessed:12.07.2025].
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https://zabytek.pl/pl/obiekty/kutno-cmentarz-zydowski

The ohel of Israel Yoshua Trunk in the Jewish cemetery in Kutno before 1939. From the
collection of the Saxon Palace Museum in Kutno.

In the Kutno and Surroundings 8ok, Moshe Pinchas Szpiro wrote of the Jewish
cemetery: There was also thehelwhere Jews used to throw in small notes. There laid

Yehoshua Kutner, his son and grands@én.

Israel Yoshua (Yehoshua) Trunk, also known as Yehmgle Kutner, was born in
[“...e <o sztra F ™fe f fZe—tce— fof f "f,,ca F <71 fo f
"t Need !, <ed f7¢fd fot —I——eed 7"'e szxs ‘e™Mf"ted St of” 11
thirty years until his death. He also chaired the rabbinicatourt. An active member of the
Hibbat Zion (Love of Zion) movement, which supported Jewish settlers in Palestine, he
travelled to Jerusalem in 1886. He was one of the most famous rabbis of his time,
considered a wise man and hailed as a gaon. He was arthauty on Jewish religious
law. He died in 1893 and was buried in the Jewish cemetery in Kutno. Many rabbis

attended his funeral to honour this exceptional figure.

26 Moshe Pinchas Szpiro37 KH % LJ :D Q KHthblaQdSurrbu@dings Bopk
https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/kutno/kut384.html#Page390
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Israel Yoshua (Yehoshua) Trunk. Photograph from thi€utno and Surroundings Bogled. Daid
Shtokfish, Tel Aviv 1968, p. 235.
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Israel Yoshua Trunk's wife, Priwe Trunk, is also buried in the cemetery. Her matzevah
was recovered in Kutno at the end of the twentieth century. It bears the following

inscription: 27

Priwe TRUNK, daughter of Chaim NMBURG, 23 October 1899

The burial headstone of a valiant woman with many good deeds.

Since her childhood pursued charity and kindness,

She loved the Torah and feared God, the sainted rabitzen

Mrs Prywe, daughter of our eminent Rabbi, learned and erudite

Our teacher Rav Chaim, of blessed memory,

and wife of the great genius, our master and teacher,

the rabbi rav Israel Jehoshua, a Head Judge,

888 efce—Z> fot S'Z> " ,ZFeett ete'"54d ™M"c—3" 7 —St ,'e 0 St f
Passed away in a good nanon the 23rd of October of the year 1899

May her soul be bound up in the bonds of eternal life.

"f%oete— 7 —St Stfte—tef T T(™E " _eed oF’ — (o o—ef—o e_"f%hta S
From the collection of the Saxon Palace Museum in Kutno.

27 The inscription was translated from the Hebrew by members of theshléumtno Group and published in:
BrokenMemories. Remains from the Jewish Cementery in Kutno.

14



Rabbi Moshe Pinchas Trunk and Rabbi Izaak Juda Trunk, the son and grandson of
Israel Yoshua Trunk, are alsburied in the Kutno cemetery.

Moshe Pinchas Trunk was born on 2 February 1854 to Israel Yoshua Trunk. After
passing his official rabbinical exam in Kalisz on 2 September 1888, he served as a rabbi
in Wiskitki. Following his father's death, he became a rdd in Kutno in 1893. He was
known for his social activism. He died in Kutno on 28 April 1912.

Rabbi Moshe Pinchas Trunk. F[om the collection of the State Archive in Warsaw. Fonds no.
72/1181 e}t —,f"e<fZe> f"e0cef™seecad 1t7a >aRefect ™, fref™f
Dept. VI Religions]yef. no. 23/1891, I. 3.

15
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Isaak Yuda Trunk, the son of Moshe Pinchas, was born on 1 December 1878. He was a
"fan< <o — "fect. & <t...Sfex™ feuntil his-death'in+1989sHe was a
leader of the Mizrachi Orthodox Zionist Organisation in Poland and, subsequently, of the
Poalei Agudat Yisrael party.

effe —tf "—eeas{tza "'e —St . 'ZZ%f..—<ce " St —f—-f .St <o
Starostwo Powatowe w Kutnie, ref. no. 107, I. 390.
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Unfortunately, few photographs of the Kutno cemetery and its gravestones have

survived to this day28

The gravestone of Chaim Hirsh Gayst, son of Yitskhak David, d. 13 January 1912. Jewish .
cemeteryin ——e‘a4 "'e —St [ ZZF..—<'e " @ielf™ <tiZeecd ‘"<Uoc<ofZZ> "
Andrzej Kubiak.

28 We have only been able to find a couple of photographs of the cemetery. That is why every surviving
photograph is extremely precious. If you have any phopigraf the Kutno Jewish cemetery, please contact the
authors.

17



An unknown gravestone in the Jewish cemetery with other headstones visible in the .
wf 2% —etda "'e —SE ZZF..—<'e " oetelf ™ colldctianrofAndrzepoce fZZ> "7
Kubiak.
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The gravestone of Fanny Manche, d. 1896, with other headstones in the background. From the
family archive of Mark Glanville.

19



—7"¢tt <o =SF f™ceS L fei—F"> <o ——e' fUF ‘@Eecef fot flef ec
an outstanding prose writer, playwright and essayist writing in Yiddish (twice
nominated for the Nobel Prize), born in Kutno.

The gravestone of Moyshe Asch, the father of Wolf and Sholem, at the Jewish cemetery in Kutno.
From left to right: Wolf Asch, Malka Ach (Wolf and Sholem's mother) and Sholem Asch. 1920s.
Collection of the Saxon Palace Museum in Kutno MRK/H/1800.

20



Inscription on Moyshe Asch's matzevah (translated by Yosef Kutner):

Moyshe Asch

Our dear and respected father

An old man, full of his years

He worked for the poor

He loved justice and honesty

In total, he lived 82 years of his life

Our Lord and teacher Moshgson of

Our Lord and teacher Zvi Natan of blessed memory
Died on day 24 Menachem Av

Year 5665 (25 August 1905).

Malka Frayda Aschthe mother of the writer Sholem Aschdied on September 10,
1938, in the home of her son, Wolf A (he was the last of the writer's brothers to
remain in Kutno). She was 91 years old and had outlived her husband, Moyshe Asch, by
33 years. Her funeral was attendd by her sons, Wolf, Jakub Jehoszua from Warsaw, and
FTEZE...S "' Oxt & —%1—-S1t” ™Mc—S —Sf<” "fecZcted xi >

for Haynt as follows:?29

We made our way to the burial house. Ten Chassidim, both young and old, were
studying the Mishna and humming a heartbreaking nigun. In a separate room
where the body of the deceased lay, a group of older women were performing the
tahara ceremony. At two o'clock, the funeral began. A crowd of people gathered in
the street. Everyone had come tay tribute to Sholem Asch's mother, who was
greatly loved and respected by the townspeople. At the front of the funeral
procession, three men carried the bier on their shoulders. These were the deceased's
three sons. Among them was a notable absence: ledoved son, the great Sholem
Asch. In his place, a naelative had stepped in. The bier was followed by crowds of
mourners. Among them were the town's most eminent residents, including town
councillors, members of the community of which Sholem Asch ishanorary
member, and the Kutno rabbi, 1zaak Jehuda Trunk. The funeral procession passed
by the local school. The crowd thickened and grew bigger and bigger. At the
cemetery, the bier was set down next to the gate. When the black shroud was lifted,
Jechezkt Z ‘@& fece f@Eeofe o' fef ‘o TSFRANLAST t1Tc—""e 7

29 .y]HI 6]\PRQ *ROGV]WHMQ V DUWLFOH WLWOHG 21D SRJUJHELH PDWNL ¢
Z\WADQQLND  >$W WKH IXQHUDO RI 6KROHP $VFK pearR MHayt1938P SUHV VLR
LVVXH S 7UDQVODWHG IURP WKH <LGGLVK E\ $JQLHV]ND )yaNLHZVI
ORQLND 6]DEBRZEPED $JQLHV]ND )yaNLHZW¥ISD .XWQR S
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After delivering the funeral speech, the bier was carried to the open grave. The body
of the deceased, whose head had been placed on a pillow following the custom of
Kutno's Jews, was liftedff, and the burial began. Once her body had been buried,
the local chazan, Pokakiewicz, sar§l male rachamimon behalf of all of her
children, Sholem Asch, and the editorsHaynt. When the crowd returning from the
funeral stopped by the cemetery gat8holem Asch's brothers stood together and
said Kaddish in mournful voices, tears streaking their faces. The Kutno rabbi l1zaak
Jehuda Trunk (grandson of Szajele Kutner) was also supposed to deliver a funeral
oration, but because the ceremony was taking ptaon a Friday afternoon, he could
ei— offe & &

Aside from the stone fence, the cemetery was also monitored. Surviving
documents tell us that Berish Widawski was the cemetery warden in 1925 and 1926. A
1925 1926 budget implementation report prepared bythe Jewish Religious Community
in Kutno lists the sum of 312 zloty under expenses, and the same amount is planned for

the 1926 budget. The 1927 budget plan raises the cemetery warden's pay to 720 zI8ty

The Jewish cemetery in Kutno. From a map of Kutfimm 1924 1925. From the collection of the
Saxon Palace Museum in Kutno.

30 6WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 34RFN . XWdBwWiltrie@ef Ko. BB DURVWZR 3RZLD
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The new cemetery (1929 1939)

In the 1920s, the Jewish cemetery in Kutno started to run out of space for burials.

The Board of the Kutno Jewish Religious Community began making ptato purchase

land on which to expand the cemetery. In the 1926 budget, the sum of 1,500 zloty was

ef— fectt 77 —Sce ' —""tet —ett” —St Stftce® 0tE-"f "Fcef"> 8
On 6 June 1928, the Board of the Jewish Religious Community of Kutno presented

the Kutno starosta with a proposal for a list of members of a commission that was to rule

on whether the current communal cemetery had no more space for burials and whether

it was necessary to enlarge it. This proposal was made in reference to previous

correspondences3?

31 6WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 3aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK 6WDURVWZR 3RZLDWRZH Z
32 |pid., ref. no. 317, I. 79.
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—f—F1 7.8t <o Tt.ed ——e' "fe,  SA '—fef ™M(f_— e _e'™Meoct
Registry], ref. no. 3502, I. 1.
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We learn about the area of the Kutno Jewish cemetery in 1927 from an
attestation issued by the Kutno Magistrate on 12 February 1927 tthe Kutno Jewish
Religious Community for the purpose of presentation to the Kutno Land Registry

Department33

The Magistrate of the City of Kutno hereby confirms that the Jewish cemetery,
located in Folwarczna Street in Kutno (police number 290, positiddil4n the City

‘T ——e' Zfet "t%oce—1" 4 effe—"<e% x St..—f"1e }{ f'fe f
owned by the Jewish Community of Kutno. This community pays all state and
communal taxes on the property. Furthermore, it is confirmed that the
aforementioned prgerty is listed in the 1866 liquidation table for the city of Kutno,

in section II: Settlements, City Land and Commons, under no. 239/37 and is
"It Fe T fe O F™ceS L ted—1"5084 ——Fe—f—<'e %ottt >
Mayor of Kutno.

—f—F1 7.8t <o Tt.ed ——e' "fe,  SA '—fef ™M(f_— e _e'™Meoct
Registry], ref. no. 3502, I. 1.

33 6WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 3HiRdteKa polatkRtnetskizgori€f. no. 3502,.1. 1
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The attestation was issued to the Board of the Jewish Religious Community of
Kutno at their request, to be submitted tothe Kutno Land Registry Department. Before
purchasing an additional plot, the community decided to put all its ownership affairs
with regard to the cemetery in order. On 20 December 1928, board members Abram
Finel Zandberg, Jakub Bromberg and Szyja Falesidents of Kutno, appeared in person
and referenced the attestations they had submitted that day to the land register for
et eta t{ra Sit> "i“—te—Ft —Sf— 0" . fttce%oe ,F coc—<f-F
290 in the town of Kutno in the land register f” —St “<”"e— —<e:0a fet —St> .. ‘eec
Of "$f"<o% ‘o =St tf—-F et— "7 =St """ tftced%oe ™Mc—S'—— f o—
0-St> ™Mirt "—77s f™Mf "t 7 —S1 .. ‘eet“—The.ddouméntsfivefe e % —‘ f
read out, accepted and signed. In accordaneéth art. 20 of the Land Registry Law, the
Land Registry Department approved the request filed on 20 December 1928 (no. 9922)
and initiated proceedings to enter property no. 290 in Kutno into the land register for
the first time.
On22 Decembe 1928 the Kutno Land Registry Department announced that the

date for the proceedings to enter property no. 290 in Kutno into the land register for the
first time had been set for 20 April 1929. Interested parties were required to appear in
person or through formally appointed plenipotentiaries at the Land Registry

Frfr—efe— ‘e —Sce Tf—F4& 0's "fco T tE.Z—ec'ebda ST fet 1%oce
that its decision would be communicated at the next departmental meeting, after which
the period of appeal would begin. No one would be summoned to these proceedings ex
officio. An inventory from 1929, prepared by magistrate staff and signed by Mayor

—fecelf™ "_o% . steewd thaet the Jewish cemetery was in good technical
condition, with a brick wall along its entire perimeter. This inventory was prepared

prior to the purchase of additional land to expand the cemetery.

34 Land registry boolfor property 955 in Kutno, old number 290 in Kutno, repertory 385. State Archive in
34aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK3. UHI QR O
35 6WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 34RFN . XWQR %UDQFK $0. UHI QR ]
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Establishment and conservation of cemeteries, 1930, Starostwo Powiatowe w Kutnie. State
7S¢t <o .. eA ——e' "fe . SA11l 7174 ‘a4 utsa
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Matters of the Jewish faith, District Office in Kutno. State Archite <o
318, I. 100.
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Ultimately, the purchase of land was finalised in December 1929, as evidenced by
a notarial deed. The Jewish Religis Community in Kutno purchased three plat3 with
f ='—=fZ f"tf ‘" sayts e~ <o *"t1” —* 8 fet —St .. tef-1t">4 feo -
space for burials. The deed was signed on 24 December 1929 at the office of Romuald
Borkowski, a notary working for the Land Registry Department of the Kutno
Magistrates' Court, located at 38 Nowy Rynek Street. Those appearing before the notary
were: Antoni Zdziubany, acting on behalf of Adam Marian Zawadzki; and members of the
Jewish Religious Community in Kutno, acting orbehalf of the aforementioned
community: the chairman, Izrael Szyja Falc; and board members Abram Fiszel Zandberg
and Jakub Bromberg. On behalf of Adam Marian Zawadzki, Antoni Zdziubany stated
that3? ST ™ fe ot 77Z¢e% 0-S"tt 'Z'—e " 7 fehisprimcipdbstestitefiost” *°
the Jewish Religious Community of Kutno for full and exclusive ownership, to be used as
a cemetery, marked on the appended map as nos. 182, 183 and 184, with a total area of
Syts e~& ‘7 ™S¢...S Z'— szt Sfe fo [ Bff¢ fwWsIef~a Ayvsed fet Z
szv Sfe fe f71f " w{x «~64

General view of the Jewish cemetery, before 1939. From the collection of the Saxon Palace
Museum in Kutno.

Four years after purchasing the plots, in 1934, the Kutno Jewish Religious
Community approached the City of Kutno board, requesting permission to build a brick

fence around the newest part of the cemetery. Attached to the application were a site

36 This is the part of the Jewish cemetery bordering Tarnowskget.

S 6WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 34aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK 5HFRUGV RI 1RWDU\ 5RPXELC
deed no. 119tregarding the purchase of three plots for the expansion of the Jewish cemetery in Kutno.

Repertory A 1191.
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Zfe 0 =8 L Sfett 20— 07 —S% f8-feecte 7 8% f8ce-
COMMItME o= "o —&% . tectf o —'" "0 _&f 'Zfeekt ™ Tesd  fecelf

licensed master builder specialising in masonry.

«<—F 'Zfe " =St urs{ e~ 'Z'——"...Sfeft " =St & feecte " St tEco—c
Kutno, along with an indicative sketctof the future brick wall around the cemetery (1934) State 3
"..S<Tf <o Jf..ed ——e' "fe..SAa "f7& «'4 tvsa —«-Z% 'f% taa Za ta
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In the 1930s, anttSemitic attitudes and incidents became more widespread in
Poland, including in Kutno. These tdo various forms and occurred on different
occasions, ranging from offensive articles in the local press to acts of vandalism
targeting Jewishowned businesses. In 1934, Kutno's Jews organised a demonstration
against antrSemitism38 The nonJewish population did not like the idea of expanding
the Jewish cemetery. They probably only became aware of the plans in 1934, when the
Jewish community began the formal process of constructing the wall. The purchase of
the plots in 1929 had gone unnoticed. The ChristiaKutnians had no problem with the

Catholic cemetery, which was even closer to the centre of town.
o fr=<..Z% fe—<«—Z1tt 0 et™ F™ceS . feifehdasfol@nus:...fe—"1 ‘7

News that the Jewish community is about to begin expanding the cemeitmyg
Zdrojowa Street has galvanised Kutno's public. With the interests of all residents in
mind, we must protest vigorously against this intention. At a time when the city has
begun developing a rational urban development plan after removing multiple
obgacles with great expenditure of effort and funds, one of the plan's most
important premises is at risk.

The basic requirements of urban hygiene necessitate the separation of cemeteries
from the urban environment.

We would like to remindthe public] that the most important points of the future
plan for the rational development of the city, as discussed and agreed upon at a
special meeting of the City Council, include the segregation of through traffic, the
differentiation of different levels of railwayyvehicle and pedestrian traffic, the
creation of separate market squares, and the expansion of the town periphery. The
plan also addresses the need to remove existing cemeteries from the town centre
and move them outside the town, as is done in all ratidpgdlanned urban areas.
Meanwhile, instead of removing it, we are enlarging a cemetery located in the
centre of the town's prettiest neighbourhood, next to the beginnings of the Traugutt
town park. This neighbourhood has the greatest potential for rapieéwelopment

due to its landscape properties, and many beautiful residences have already been
built there. Placing a new cemetery in this part of town would destroy all the
positive qualities of this neighbourhood and would therefore be one of the city's
many future pains.

In light of the current situation, we believe it is our civic duty to urge the relevant
authorities to bear the above arguments in mind when granting permission to

38KingaCzZHFKRZVND B36SR&AHF]QR U *\GRZVND . XWQD L Mihl Mar@sRigtbriz RNUHVLF

JN\GyZ =LHPL .XWQRZVNLIHM . .RV]DGD ( ZL WNRZVND * *DMHZVND .XV
39 Gromada LVVXH S i PLFUR Ltio®d® theJFyany Rdwidt RubI© HiFfary in
Kutno.
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expand the cemetery. Furthermore, it would be reasonable for doctors and
architects who are competent in this area to express their opinion in the press. We
will keep the public informed of further developments on this important issue.

Gromadaissue 45 from 1934. From the collection of the City and Powiat Public Library in Kuin

In 1935, a red brick wall was built around the new section of the cemetery, in the

same style as the existing wall.

On 6 October 1934, the Kutno City Board approved the design of a masonry wall for the
cemetery and issued a construction permitgroto e .1 —f -3 ”...S<"f <o T, saCipr—»"
of Kutno records, ref. 226, | 13 recto.
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In Kutno's cemetery, gravestones and matzevot marked the graves of the town's
Jewish residents, who had been buried there over the centuries. Walking atp the
cemetery lanes, one could see historic headstones from different time periods. Many of
these were valuable examples of Jewish sepulchral art. The most common type of
headstone was the matzevot, but there were also obelisks and monuments. Many were
richly painted in four basic colours: red, cerulean, gold and silver, and later also black.
Most of the inscriptions were in Hebrew, though some matzevot had Polish inscriptions.
These inscriptions provided important clues about those buried thereFunerals took
place and people visited the graves of their loved ones, leaving pebbles rather than
flowers, which are considered a symbol of life. The famous Jewish writer Sholem Asch,
who was born in Kutno, visited the graves of his parents on the anniversarie$ their
death (Yiddish: yahrtsayt) whenever he returned to his home town. Jews from all over
the country made pilgrimages there to pray at the ohel of Israel Yoshua Trunk and leave
kvitelekh (small pieces of paper with requests), trusting that he would irgrcede on their
behalf. The enlarged, walled Jewish cemetery in Kutno, with an entrance gate on
Spokojna Street, a préurial house and a warden employed by the Jewish community,
with the Chevra Kadisha funerary brotherhood organising burials and lookingfter the

cemetery grounds, functioned until the outbreak of World War Il in 1939.
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The German Occupation: 1939 1945

In June 1940, the Germans established a Judenlager (German: Jewish camp) in the
grounds of the defunct Konstancja sugar factg, imprisoning between 7,000 and 8,000
Jewd0 from Kutno and the surrounding area there. The conditions in the ghetto were
terrible. The factory grounds comprised dilapidated factory halls and five singistorey
buildings. People lived in the open air andbuilt temporary roofs. There was
overcrowding, hunger, poverty, terror and executions. In 1941, a typhus epidemic broke
out, killing over 500 people. The bodies of those who died or were killed in the
Konstancja Judenlager were taken away daily and burigd the town's Jewish cemetery.

The Germans killed the Jews who were digging the graves on the spot.

The Konstancja JudenlagerGermancamp for Jews) in Kutno. From the collection of the City and
Powiat Library in Kutno.

40 |t is hard to establish the exact number of Jews who were imprisoned in the Konstancja Judenlager
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Survivors and witnesses describd the treatment of Jewish inmates at the Konstancja

Judenlager in their testimonies.

nt o _é:t _:to_(o‘o) en J]Z(fo :I:lofé

The complex of buildings and tents, which had been inhabited since June 1941,
exuded an air of terror and grim macabre that stirred up compassion even in the
most dispassionate of people. Meanwhile, Schuermann boastdus achievement

as he drove around with various bigwigs of the same nationality, givitigem]
——7e 7 St te—<"f %SEt——' fel "<o—<o%o —"<—e'Sfe—-27Z> f— S«
As commander of a Schutzpolizei troop, Schuermann permitted the shocdingy

brutal murder of ghetto residents in the Kutno ghetto. He also approved of incidents
such as the shooting of Jews who collected the corpses of those who had died of
infectious diseases in the ghetto. After the bodies were brought to the Jewish
cemetery and the pits were dug, the police escort would shoot the Jewish
gravediggers who had brought the corpses, using pistols or guns. Then, either alone
or with the help of Christian workers, they would bury the dead and those who had
been shot.

Fromthetestce‘e> ‘© xcef”™ f—1"«f3

| once witnessed a group of people escaping the ghetto through the back fence and
into the meadow. It was open terrain, which was a mistake, because the Germans
simply turned it into a hunt. They killed about 20 people. Reportediyo people
escaped. The Germans also led small groups of men from the ghetto to the Jewish
cemetery, where they were made to dig graves, allegedly for the dying. The Germans
would kill them on the spot with a shot to the back of the head. Groups oRQ@5
people were killedthis way].

) _S:t _:to_(o‘o) £n Z:too)4-3 ‘.ll_”o‘TMa

| lived on Mickiewicza Street, which was en route to the ghetto. From 1941 to
1942. Every day, | saw a cart taking the dead away from the ghetto. They were
buried in shallow graves in the Jewish cemetery.

From the testimony of Feliks Antoniewicz44

There was hunger and high mortality in the ghetto. | don't know how many people
died each day, but a cart left with bodies every day. | know that Jews who tried to

4 QVWLWXWH RI 1DWLRQDO 5HPHPEUDQFH. ,31 SURKOYLI QdHB 4§ NVOUDD FK
construction technician who worked in the city office of construction. On 27 March 1946 he testified at the
Magistrates' Court in Kutno.

2 QVWLWXWH RI 1DWLRQDO 5HPHPEUDOSRAEBUFKLYH ayG( %UDQFK UHI
43 |bid., ref. no. IPN Ld 11/57, p. 4.
44 |bid., ref. no. DS 50/67.
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escape the ghetto were shot. | heard about three Jewisim imed a woman who
managed to escape the ghetto, but were chased down and shot by the Nazis.

nig _é:t _:to_(o‘o) en _fo(A.FfTM (iaZf'é.

In the summer of 1940 or 1941, when the ghetto was still in existence don't
remember the exact date | was in a street adjoining the Jewish cemetery when |
noticed a covered cart driven by two policemen inubl uniforms pulling up. The
policemen led two Jews carrying spades out of the cart and the Jews began to dig a
hole in a designated spot. Keeping out of the Germans' sight, | continued to watch,
curious to see what would happen next. | could not hear therds, but I saw
gestures which suggested that the Jews should dig a deeper hole. It took them about
an hour and a half to dig the hole. As | continued to watch, | saw the Germans take
off their machine guns and start shooting at the Jews digging the hRlealising

they would be shot, the Jews suddenly began to scream in despair. After shooting the
two Jews, the guards pulled two other male corpses out of the cart and threw them
into the pit, burying everyone and filling in the earth to make it level.

From —St —Fe—ceter 7 Z o ‘ecNeoci

The foreman of the construction crew told me that the Germans had ordered six

Jews from the ghetto to dig trenches in the Jewish cemetery. Once the ditch had been

dug, the Jews were ordered to stand over it and they we@‘ -4 ‘—e*% '‘...c@>Nee:
the merchant's son, was one of them. After the war, | informed his sister of his fate

and showed her where he was buried.

"te —St —fe—cetey ' 4 (tAaZfea

| knew that conditions in the ghetto were terrible and that the mortafi rate was

high, as dead Jews were taken away in a special wagon every day. | witnessed
around ten instances of Jews being shot while burying the deceased in the ghetto. |
remember one such incident particularly well, so | will describe it. It was in the
summer of 1940, after the ghetto had been established. At around midday, | was
walking down Spokojna Street when | saw a convoy. It consisted of a cart pulled by
two horses carrying corpses, with two Jews carrying shovels walking on either side
of the cartand two SS officers walking behind it. The convoy was heading towards
the Jewish cemetery. After walking on for Z8 minutes, | heard shots fired from
machine guns. | guessed that the gravediggers had also been shot. On another
occasion, in similar circmstances, after hearing shots, | saw a cart returning
without the Jews with shovels.

45 |bid., ref. no. DS 50/67.
46 |bid. ref. no. DS 50/67.
47 |bid., ref. no. DS 50/67.
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From the testimony of Edward Materka?s

| heard that Jews tried to escape through the drainage canal running from the
sugar factory to the Ochnia River, and that the Nazshot the escapees, killing them.
The dead and murdered Jews were taken to the Jewish cemetery. The cart used to
transport them had previously been used to deliver bread. The Jewish corpses were
buried by other Jews, who were also shot in the cemetery.

In coe=""¢f o>tx™ ™ 104249 theeKutno Branch of the Central Jewish
Historical Commission, reported:

The dead were buried in a macabre manner. A bakery cart was used to transport
them to the cemetery two gravediggers, a coachman, and a German darme
were the cortege that accompanied the martyred Jewish victims on their last
journey. When there were many corpses, they were essentially thrown onto the cart
in stacks. On more than one occasion, the cart was so overloaded that it could not be
closed and the bodies banged against each other on the bumpy roaspecially

the heads, which bounced up and down like balls.

During the operation of the Konstancja Judenlager from June 1949 to March 1942,
over 1,000 inmates died of starvationdisease or epidemics, or were murdered by the
Germans. They were buried in the Jewish cemetery in Kutno. The exact number of those
who perished remains unknown to this day. During the German occupation of Kutno, the
Germans kept a death registe?? Jewish inmates who perished in the Konstancja
Judenlager were recorded in the death registers alongside other deaths. During our
search of the Kutno Archive, we established that the Germans had recorded the deaths
of 1,056 Jews in the Konstancja Judenlager in theath registers. All of the victims were
buried in the Kutno Jewish cemetery. As the personal data of deceased persons on
German death certificates is usually imprecise and incomplete, it took us several months
to analyse these documents. Checking theml and filling in the missing data was an
enormous undertaking. However, it is imperative that we keep the memory of each of
these Holocaust victims alive.

The Kutno Jewish cemetery was also the site of mass graves and executions.

Holocaust survivors from Kutno, A. Siedleckit and Moshe Pietrkowski>2 mentioned a

48 |bid., ref. no. DS 50/67.

49 |bid., ref. no. GK 163/50.

50 GWDWH $UFKLYH LQ 34RFN .XWQR %UDQFK $NWD VW@ REZBQMJIR R
Kutno miasto [Civil registry records for the Kutno city circuit, Death register for the Kutno city circuit], ref.

no.2, entry 6.

588 6LHGOHFNL 3.XWQ@RK@&hovErdBxridundihgsvBopg 408.

52 Moshe Pietrkowski?, Q 0\ . RWSQW HU W K H, ird KiitkidJaX ¢ Svilrdri@lings Booj, 416.
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mass grave containing the bodies of 50 young Jewish women and girls who had been
tortured to death by the head of the Gestapo. Witnesses also mentioned more mass
executions in the cemetery in theitestimonies.

The locations of the mass graves in the Kutno cemetery are not marked. We do
not yet have sufficient knowledge on this topic, as nemvasive analysis and soil analysis
have not been carried out.

Such graves are subject to special protectio as war graves, and must be
preserved and treated with the utmost respect, regardless of the nationality or religion
of those buried in them3?3 We believe that the burial sites of Jewish inmates from the
Konstancja Judenlager, who were killed in the campraon the Jewish cemetery by the
Germans, should be recognised as war graves. This follows from the definition of a war
grave>* which states that it is the resting place of those who died for the freedom and
independence of Poland: soldiers, insurgents anclvilian victims of totalitarian regimes,
as well as auxiliary staff who assisted military formations, regardless of their nationality,
army affiliation, military rank, social status, political views, religion or worldview.
Graves may be individual (with me person buried in them), collective (with many
people buried in them), or the burial site of the ashes of those who perished in the
Holocaust (ash burial). The terme‘ %<1 f ™ ‘@ tused interchangeably with %o ” x ,
wojenny[both of which signify a war grave- transl.].5°

e —S«c<e f"—<..Zt&d ™F ‘eZ> —ef St —f"¢ 0%St--'0 ™St.
accounts and memoirs of inmates or witnesses. In all other cases, we uBe German
—t7¢ 0 —tteZf% 1t 04 effece%o O..fe¢ "7 f™e0Aa St Frefee i
0 —1tteZf%1"6 <o =St T1f-S "t%ce—1" ‘o sr t,"—f"> s{vs -
inmates of the Kutno camp for Jews. The first death certificate for an inmate of the
Konstancja Judenlager was issued by the Germans on 29 October 1940. This certificate
does not yet state that the death occurred ithe Judenlager; the place of death given is
——e'a ‘etet” _"fét yr —ZA& ‘oesfNeef yra — <o t< T —7- -

deaths since the establishment of the Konstancja Judenlager on 16 June 1940, as no data

53 Art. 2 of the Law of 28 March 1933 on war graves and cemeteries, J. of L. 1933., no. 39, pos. 311 with
subsequent amendments.

5 %DUWRV] %LHJIJDAD 6GmbyaBniehtdrzeywdiirid. Brixiepisy, ewidencja, finansowani@ R ] Q D
2024, p. 33

https://www.poznan.uw.gov.pl/system/files/zalaczniki/groby i daee wojenne. przepisy ewidencja_finans
owanie.pdffaccessed06.07.202h

5 %DUWRV] %LHJDaD ,6@bitZRBLU -y]HILDN
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https://www.poznan.uw.gov.pl/system/files/zalaczniki/groby_i_cmentarze_wojenne._przepisy_ewidencja_finansowanie.pdf
https://www.poznan.uw.gov.pl/system/files/zalaczniki/groby_i_cmentarze_wojenne._przepisy_ewidencja_finansowanie.pdf

is available prior to this date. Fran 10 February 1941 onwards® every death certificate

for a Jewish inmate included information about the place of death, which was specified

fe O ——e'a ‘efet” _"fét yr <o —tieZf%t"04 St Zfe— t1f-S
inmate was recorded in the deathregister on 26 March 1942. Many deaths that had

occurred in the camp earlier were registered on this date. The last inmate entered on

that date had died on 24 March 1942. These delays were probably due to the Germans
liquidating the camp and transporting <se f—fe¢ —* —Sf —ZeS'" . fe’' <o Silee:

Nerem for immediate extermination.

% 6WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 3aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK $NWD VWDQX F\ZLOQHJR R
Kutno miasto [Civil egistry records for the Kutno city circuit, Death register for the Kutno city circuit], ref. no.
2, entry1l50
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One of 1,056 death records of Jewish inmates of the Konstancja Judenlager. Entry 150

concerns Chaja Prync, a university student born in 1912. She died on 27 November 1940

and was entered into the death register on 18 February 1941. There is also information

~Sf— ¢St ™fe <o —St —FteZf%t"a —-f-1 CAkStAduce ‘.4 ——o
O™ Zot %ot L, TMI T — et ecfe—"A o< %of @%o'exT™  TMIF__ et

records for the Kutno city circuit, Death register for the Kutno city circuit], ref. no. 2,

record 150.
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The burial of victims from the Konstancja Judenlager in the Jewish cemetery in Kutno in 1940.
During the first year of the camp's existence, bodies weteansported using a bakery carriage.
However, when a typhus epidemic broke out in the camp, there were so many deaths that the
bodies had to be transported by lorry and buried haphazardly. Collection: Institute of National
Remembrance, ref. no. IPN Ld-1-2-2-1; IPN Ld *1-2-3-1; IPN Ld }1-2-4-1

In spring 1942, all the Jews who were still alive in the Judenlager were deported

—' =St foec frefe cosfitcf—F FE-—F"ecef—c'e . fe —ZeS'
There, they were killed by the Germans in special gavans.

<o St

Gravestones in the Kutno Jewish cemetery, 1940. PhotographWjlhelm Hansen (German
Wehrmacht soldier). From the collection of the Jewish Museum Rendsburg (Germany).
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During World War II, destroying Jewish culture was an integral part of the
Holocaust. Synagogues and prayer houses and everything inside them, kahal documents
and holy books were destroyed, as were cemeteriés.In Kutno, the Germans destroyed
anything related to Jewish culture and history. The city was to bgidenrein (German:
free of Jews). They destroyed the Great Synagogue and the cemetery. They forced
Kutno's residents to dismantle gravestones. According to witness testimonies, Kutno's
German mayor, Wilfred Schuermann, was an extraordinarily cruel man who abused both
Jews andPoles, but persecuted Jews especially cruelly. Under Mayor Schuermann, the
Germans demolished Trunk's ohel and the prburial house, removed headstones from

the cemetery and destroyed its red brick wall. The gate also disappeared.

The NSDAPheadquarters in Kutno, set up in
the combined Asch and Hirshberg tenement
houses. Today the seat of Kutno City Hall.
During the renovation of the courtyard in
2005, matzevot were found at the site. From
the collection of the Saxon Palace Museum in
Kutno.

57 7THUHVD .OLPRZLF] 3DZH& 6\JRZVNL ORQdpNdd, 7z B.UDMNR $QGU]JHM 7U]JFL
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Fromthetee—ce‘e> *° —Zcf% flefa

Schuermann designed the total destruction of the Jewish cemetery, using the
sandstone headstones to pave the driveway of the NSDAP headqu@reand the
courtyards of other party bigwigs. He also used them to flank the manurenpitt to

the city stables. Meanwhile, he sent the black Finnish granite and marble
% "f fe—‘efe —* Oxt & ™Si”"t e and Poblishéd ¢F credteeat dance
podium in what was known as the Parkschloppen.

"o —St —fe—cotes 7 T'teRI"e fE-'E

Whenthe Jewish cemetery in Kutno was being liquidated, the Polish townspeople
were escorted to the site on a Sunday to remove the headstones. Only two people
were assigned to carry each monument from the cemetery to the designated place.

This was an impossibltask, as the stones weighed several hundred kilograms each.

Schuermann would beat people with sticks and kick them. He was seized by a wild

frenzy of abuse.

The Germans brought devastation on the Kutno Jewish cemetery and planned to
use the headstones asonstruction material. They paved sidewalks, roads, courtyards
and driveways with the matzevot. Unfortunately, the Germans and those carrying out
their orders were not the only people to devastate Jewish cemeteries during the period
1939 1945. In an artide on the destruction of Jewish cemeterie®, Krzysztof Bielawski
states: some local Poles also actively participated in this process of their own accord. As
cemeteries were not watched, they were an easy target. Anything of value could be looted
by local residents. Headstones were torn out and taken away; walls;ljprgal houses, and

ohelim were dismantled; and trees were cut down.

58 QVWLWXWH RI 1IDWLRQDO 5HPHRHEUDRXKFHJHBIQBRUEKLYH ay-XO®%DQ 3HAN
construction technician who worked in the city office of construction. On 27 March 1946 he testified at the
Magistrates' Court in Kutno.

59 The Germans rebuilt the two residential buildings at 17 and 18 Ngwgkto make them into the NSDAP

party headquarters. The property is currently home to the Kutno City Hall.

60 QVWLWXWH RI 1IDWLRQDO 5SHPHPEUWDQ®R $UFKLYH 24FQ]%RICHUAKSDMNR
government employee, was a professioratcommissioned officer with the 37th infantry regiment before the

war, and worked for the Kutno technical department in the city concrete plant during the German occupation.

61 Krzysztof BielawskiA1DZHW XPDUA&a\P QLH GDOL VSR Ny@dwskich hie ¥eihdckNFMD FPHQ
obecnej Polski w latach 1939945 2019 s.543.
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After 1945

In 1939, Kutno's population numbered around 26,000, including approximately
7,000 Jews. The Germans murderedrabst the entire Jewish community of Kutno. Just
barely over 100 Jewish residents returned to Kutno in 1945. All the property belonging
to the Jewish Religious Community of Kutno, movable and immovable, had been taken
over by the Polish state. After the warthe house of study (bet midrash), a religious
secondary school for young men located at 48 Senatorska Street, was taken over by the
Kutno authorities and converted into a fire station. A slaughterhouse was set up where
the mikveh and the shochet had beenOnly an empty lot was left of the synagogue. The
authorities and residents did not take care of the Jewish cemetery, instead devastating
and desecrating it. The Kutno authorities turned a blind eye while Kutnians stole earth,
gravestones and bricks fromthe destroyed wall. There was no organised Jewish
community left to look after the Kutno cemetery.
Mordechai Tsanin wrote the following in his memoir about a journey through Polarfd
in 1946 1947:

There are no Jewish graves in Kutno anymore. The local ufajmn has
orchestrated a pogrom at the Jewish cemetery. The matzevot have been stolen. The
graves have been dug up and left that way; Jewish skulls, ribs and shinbones lie
scattered in the field, like in the African jungle among wild cannibal tribes.

The Jews in Kutno were well aware of the state of the Jewish cemetery. During
the occupation, the Germans used the headstones to build foundations, roads,
pavements and driveways. Even the few remaining headstones in the Kutno cemetery
disappeared after thewar. They were stolen by Kutno residents. Upon returning to
Kutno in 1945, Efraim Wajkselfisg3 was walking through the Old Market (Plac
‘Ze'A...< ™Ste St ™fe fe_teceSETtT —' otf f %o"f te—‘ed <oes. ..«
Abraham Lifszyc in the pavement. A moment later, he saw other matzevot that had been
used to pave the walkway. He also saw cows graginn the destroyed Jewish cemetery.
The cemetery was now a huge empty field; only a few gravestones remained (including
thoseof T f"<eS Sfeectf fet —efe &

62 Mordechaj Canin,3U]JH] UXLQ\ L ]JJOLV]F]D 3RGUy* SR VWX ]JaADG]RQ\FK JF
Warszawa 2018, p. 155.

63 (IUDLP :DMNVHOILV] 3, XuthdaaddSnvekhifgs Bosk@. RO3405.
https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/kutno/kut401.html#Pagefiiitessed 23.12.2025]

45



https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/kutno/kut401.html#Page405

St fVefee "fTit —St Zt frei— —‘tf>'Z& ‘Ze'd..< ™c—Shf-cei~- "
cemetery. Photograph from theKutno and Surroundings Bogled. David Shtokfish, Tel Aviv 1968,
p.409.
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St —17e Of,fet et fet "Vefeted ™Mfo —ett - Tie.."¢,t -St

of murdered Jews. In September 1945, the Kutno City Board decided thide local
authorities needed the properties belonging to the Jewish Religious Community of
Kutno, as well as those belonging to private Jewish owners who had perished in the
Holocaust. In a letter to the Main Provisional State Administration of Estates Warsaw

[x™e5 se . cefe'™> f celtf fRNe—™:™, g MS S ™Mfe  "Ff-Ft ,
to manage abandoned properties, the authorities listed the properties and land they
wanted to obtain. They argued that these properties were indispensable for
implementing a new residential plan for Kutno. The Kutno authorities wanted to take
over the properties and asked to be granted authority overge—1” fZ<fa —S+ 0Zfet Z1~
~St Z<* —<tf—1t1 ——e' f™ceS Fei-F"564 -St 'Z'- Telfet Z%°
synagogue, the property at 48 Senatorska Street, which was already occupied by the
Volunteer Fire Corps, and plots of land where demolished houses once stdédlhey

also requested land by the Ochnia River in the western part of the town.

64 =DU] G OLHMVNL Z .XWQLH URN >&LWIPKRPHA QBAEARWNQR XWQ®R 9% W
no. AMK 963, . 34.
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Letter from the Kutno City Board to the Main Provisional State Administration of Estates in
fref™a s{vwa —f—-1 7..S<"f <o ['...e4 ——e' 7"fe . . S4& "t & ‘4 {xua
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On 18 October 1945, the Kutno branch of the Committee to Help Jews sent the following

letter®> to the City National Council in Kutno:

During their criminal activity in Kutno, the German occupiers destroyed the Jewish
cemetery, among other things. They used the gravestones and headstones to pave
streets, an act that offends the feelings of Jewish suong. Currently, the small
number of Jews living in Kutno are unable to repair this injury. They therefore
request that the City National Council use the said stones to build a monument in
tribute to the restoration of Freedom. They also submit a designthe construction

of the monument.

Letter from the Jewish Committee in Kutno attached to the minutes from a meeting of the
"fectc—e 7 —St <—> fo<'efZ ‘—e. . <Z <o ——e' co s{vwad —f-1 .St
ref. no. AMK 947, |. 45

5 0LQXWHYV IURP D PHHWLQJ RI WKH 3UHVLGLXP RI . XWQR V &LW\ 1DWLR(
Kutno Branch, ref. no. AMK 947, |. 45.

49



On 30 Otober 1945, the Kutno branch of the Committee to Help Jews submitted a
requestts to the City Management Board in Kutno, requesting the return of the building
at 48 Senatorska Street, which was occupied by the Fire Service, to the Kutno Jewish
Religious Comm—e<—>4 SF "f“—fe— ™fo o' "f_fF fo "*Z72'™eg o t f”
group of Jewish repatriates from the USSR, who are expected to arrive within days, and
™1 ettt —SF ,—<Ztce% - of— — f t'Tec—'"504 ‘=S Zi-——1f"e¢ "7
Committee o Help Jews were read out at the 18th session of the City National Council on
8 November 1945.

ZETelf™ feef ™ fe of5t” 0 et f_ _Sco —cofd fot ‘efeq
deputy mayor. Four of the five members of the city board were present at the 18th
session of the City National Council on 8 November 1948. e<t3 ~7"'e¢ —Sted f..1f™
Seroka and Jan Balcerski were also present, as were 22 out of 24 councillors:
foeerecZcfe fZFT™eec [ Sfc’ofe & Tftrelf™ f—efeted F'ef”t

..t fNeecAf Zff'™ewecad f...If™ 7">Neecd <=7 «<e—"cefed ..
f"(f. ——"™aeec) (o_‘”(f CE:l:”TM(Noofé "__ele "f_CE:l:é f”(fo
"tecReecd 27711 fefed —Yhotec—e0e c—e ™eecd ZEelf™ 7

<ol f™ fET ™MeedtEa ‘f"kfe 1'tf7..0e>e& feot osecef”t
Regarding the content of the letters and requests submitted to the City National Council,
under item 11 of the agenda the chairman read out the aforementioned letter from the
Kutno branch of the Committee ® Help Jews concerning the return of the property at 48
Toef—"eef —"tf—8 ‘ZZ'™<ce% [ Tco...—eecied ‘—e 27" <t..0®
regarding the moral duty to receive Jewish repatriates in Kutno was approved. It was
expected that the City Board wald arrange accommodation for those due to arrive. In
Sce o’tf...Sa f..1f™ oce..ef’ ' fNeec of . ‘otft —St e'—<'ed St
ef .ot ZE——f7" "7f'e St ——e' "fe S " _St feec——tF - f7' 1T
tombstones and headstones from thelewish cemetery that had been destroyed by the
Germans and used to pave roads. Following discussions, the City National Council agreed

to allow the Jewish Committee to collect the gravestones that had been removed from

66 Minutes of a meeting of the Presidium@ KH &LW\ 1DWLRQDO &RXQFLO LQ .XWQR 6V
Kutno Branch, ref. no. AMK 947, I. 43.

67 Minutes of the 13th meeting of the City National Council in Kutno on 8 November 1945. State Archive in

34aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK U#0 QR $0. 0]
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the Jewish cemetery and used by thee@nans to build pavements. However, the MRN in
et .'.(.I. (.._:t ;.:t ”.;..'.(_(n.é f_ _éi n:l:u_:t._ 0~ (._;n(f
Committee was required to replace the removed stones with new paving stones at its

own expense. Those in attendance passed regtibn no. 86 to that effect.

At a meeting on 6 November 1945, the City National Council in Kutno unanimously
resolved to grant the Kutno Branch of the Committee to Help Jews' request to
remove headstones that the Germans had taken from the devastated Wewis

cemetery and used as paving stones. This was on the condition that the Jewish
Committee would replace the stones with new ones at its own expense.

Resoution no. 86 of the City National Council in Kutno from 6 November 1945. State Archive in
[*...ed ——e' 7"fe..S4a "f"4 «'4a ZVWa Z& vz
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At a meeting on 21 November 1945, the Presidium of the Powiat National Council
unanimously adopted resolution no. 74, whih changed the above decision. The
resolution instructed the Kutno City Board to collect all Jewish headstones and ledgers,
wherever they may be, and to replace them with new stones at the city's expense. The
headstones and ledgers were to be collected ione place and stored as material for a

future monument.

Resolgtion no. 74 of the Presidium of the Pow[at National Council from 21 Ngvember 1945. State
".S<TE <o I eA ——e' "fe...SA& "t"4 ‘& {vza Za u
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At a meeting of the Kutno City National Council on 12 December 1945, the issue
of implementing the 21 Nowmber 1945 resolution was discussed. During the
Teo . —eectend ‘e 77" <o—"cf 0@f"™cNeof o— ec——Ft f e‘—c‘e
"fe'Z——<'e "tU%of"T<o% —St ef-0t ‘= O0cs <—+ Fe—<"t—>04 St~
appropriate time to dismantle the mazevot that had been used as paving stones, and
there was no suitable alternative material available. The motion was put to the vote and
was not passed. Councillor Dyl then proposed that the Jewish community be allowed to
collect the matzevot themselves, @an ordinary crew of workers hired by the City Board
might damage them during removal, which could lead to the supposition that the
damage was intentional. The motion was approved by a majority of votes. Those in

attendance resolved as follows (resolutiomo. 92):

At a meeting on 12 December 1945, the Kutno City National Council unanimously
agrees to the removal of tombstones from the Jewish cemetery that had been used
to pave the city pavements. The Committee to Help Jews will carry out the removal
with their own workers, as removal by workers hired by the City Board might cause
even greater damage and give rise to the supposition that the tombstones had been
damaged on purpose.

In April 1946 & feo <ee—fZf ™ fe of>'" 7 —_e'qd ™M_S ‘efee e
as deputy mayor. Three of the five members of the city board were present at the 18th
meeting of the City National Council on 13 April 1948 Aside from these, the meeting
was attended by cart jury member Jan Balcerski and 17 councillors (out of 24):
Maksymilian Walewski (chairman), Leonard Otocki, Jan Gabryjelski, Marian Zalewski,
fo.Tf™ ">Neecd —%otec—ee <17, Zt™secad <=7 <o-"efcd ..
—™eecad fU<fe ifZHINpeca’@tecNoecd —%otoc—em <—o ™aoag
(ZCcfed Ttecoelf™ 74 fLIf™ ce.. et fNeecd —1"fe ‘Vef .. ech
Under item 8 of the agenda, which was a presentation of letters and requests submitted
to the MRN in Kutno, the chaman read a letter dated 11 March 1946 from the Kutno
branch of the Committee to Help Jews regarding the return of the property at 48
Senatorska Street, which housed the Fire Service. The building was previously owned by
the Jewish Religious Community. Thehairman gave the floor to Maurycy Finkelstein, a

Committee member, who confirmed that the Jewish Religious Community was the legal

68 Minutes from the 18th meeting of the City National Council in Kutno on 13 April 1946. State Archive in
34aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK UHA76QR $0. @]
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‘™Mot 7 St ,—<Ztce%a < ,tSfZ" 7 —S% ‘eec——ffad 7 ceefZe—
was willing to sell the building at 48Senatorska Street in exchange for the construction

of a wall around the Jewish cemetery. After discussion, resolution no. 130 was passed.

At a meeting on 13 April 1946, the City National Council in Kutno unanimously
authorised the City Board to purchaséé¢ Jewish Community House on Senatorska
Street in exchange for the construction of a wooden fence around the Jewish
cemetery.

The chairman read out a letter dated 11 March 1946 from the Kutno branch of the

Committee to Help Jews regarding permission to ect a memorial plaque at the site of

the former synagogue in tribute to the memory of Kutno Jews murdered by the

Germans. Following a discussion, resolution no. 131 was adopted.

At a meeting on 13 April 1946, the Kutno City National Council unanimously
resolved to allow the Committee to Help Jews to erect a memorial plaque in tribute
to the murdered Jews of Kutno at the site of the former synagdgue.

St ...Sf¢” %of "t —=St "Z' =t 7 f—">..> <eetZe—Fce f%Hofcod
asked the City National Council to execute the resolution regarding the release of
matzevot displaced from the Jewish cemetery. Following a discussion, it was agreed that
the matter would be referred to the City Board for resolution.

Despite repeated requests from Jewish residents of Kutno, and many different
even contradictory  decisions issued by the city and powiat authorities, the officials
never made a final decisin regarding the removal of matzevot from Kutno's roads,
pavements, and courtyards. Six months later, the matter had still not been dealt with.
Analysis of the minutes of the City National Council in Kutno from subsequent years
does not reveal how this priolem was resolved. Maurycy Finkelstein was head of the
Jewish Committee in Kutno for a couple of years. However, Holocaust survivors from
Kutno, including Dr Finkelstein, left the city within a few months or years of the end of
the war. After World War I, few Jews returned to their home towns. Those who did,
encountered hostility and antiSemitism, which made them feel compelled to leave

Poland rather than rebuild their lives there?® Kutno residents reacted with considerable

69 At that time, no memorial plague was erected at the site of the synagogue. A memorial pladposiicer

was placed there by the local community of Kutno at the end of the 20th century.

70 -XOLD ODFKQRZVND 36SUDZ\ VIQDJRJ L FPHQWDU]\ *\GRZVNLFK WX* SR
$GPLQLVWUDFMAD3XBEGDRF)\@GHHM 6 W XGU9molL1%H) p.BEH.UL D &\
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resentment to Jews returning to their homes, which were already occupied by
neighbours from before the war.

A small group of Holocaust survivors brought a handful of symbolic ashes from
— St coeftcf—1t f8—fTecof—<'e . fe f— —ZeS'" <o Stleer oft 1t
1946, a ceremony was &ld at the Kutno Jewish cemetery to bury the ashes of 8,000 Jews

murdered at Kulmhof.

T—"<F co% —SF feSte ""'e _SF —ZeS'" ftE_fTecof—c'e . fe <o Stles:
1946, Maurycy Finkelstein, who was then the chairman of the Provisional Jewisgfommittee in

——et& —"fTHZZtt - Stleet of vt frFe - "<l fZZ> 'ZZF...— fet ="f-
cemetery in Kutno. This photograph shows Dr Finkelstein (fifth from the left), accompanied by a
military escort and local residents. From the fenily archive of Piotr Rypson.
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Invitation to the symbolic burial of the ashes of 8,000 Jews murdered by the Germans in the
Kutno Jewish cemetery on 28 April 1946. From the collection of the Saxon Palace Museum in
Kutno.

The urn containing the ashes wagarried by two Jewish officers of the Polish
Army: Zvi Cohen and Efraim Wajkselfisz. The eulogy was delivered by Lieutenant
Colonel Dawid Kahane, chief rabbi of the Polish Army and head of the Supreme Religious
Council. His sorin-law Josef Atlas, from Kuto, said Kaddisky! Holocaust survivors from
Kutno designed and erected a memorial in tribute to the victims of the Holocaust in the
Kutno cemetery. It was a plaque shaped like a matzevah with a Star of David on top,
bearing an inscription in Polish and Hebew: Eternal memory to the Jews murdered by
Hitlerite bandits who rest in a fraternal grave. Hail to your memoryhe ceremony was
attended by the Jewish community of Kutno and Jews from all over Poland. Survivors
Tre MtHectE™ FA o>, SZ«ce fot 1,7'™c F . fefd fe t<t —S'et
return from the Soviet Union. Also present were members of the city and powiat

authorities, the City Council, Mayor Brosz and party activists from the powiat office.

(IUDLP :DMNVHOILV] 3,Q /Hufhb &hD ButoBndiKgs/ BpBE 40B805.
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Those attending the memorial ceremony walked through the streets of Kutno and 19 Stycznia
“— "t '™  |e— 1« dqontthefcbliecion of the Emanuel Ringelblmn Jewish Historical
Institute . Ref. noMGL 1375 (album DZIH E7).

On 28 April 1946, the Kutno Jewish Committee organised a ceremony to symbolically bury the
ashes of 8,000 Jews murdered by the Germans in the Holocaust in the Jewish cemetery. Dr
Maurycy Finkelstein is third from the left. Lt. Col. Dawid Kahane, the chief rabbi of the Polish
Army and head of the Supreme Religious Council, is sixth from the left. From the collection of the
Saxon Palace Museum in Kutno
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Two Jewish officers of the Polisiirmy, Zvi Cohen and Efraim Wajkselfisz, carried the urn
containing the ashes. Lt. Col. Dawid Kahane, chief rabbi of the Polish Army and head of the
Supreme Religious Council, delivered the eulogy, while Josef Atlas, his-sofaw from Kutno,
said Kaddish.From the collection of the Emanuel Ringelblum Jewish Historical Institutdref. no.
MGL 1374.

The ceremony to symbolically bury the ashes
of 8,000 Jews murdered in the Holocaust by
the Germans in the Jewish cemetery. In the
middle of the photograph slightly to the right
(in a light-coloured suit) is Feliks Teichner
and Dr Maurycy Finkelstein (in a light
coloured hat) is carrying the ashes. From the
family archive of Piotr Rypson.
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Five days after the ceremony, the memorial to nearly 8,000 Kutno Jews#o perished in

~St ‘Z . f—e— ™fe eofeStT fot tie—"">%t > COlocalvesiemts. i i-"f -
Efraim Wajkselfisz, one of the ceremony participants, reported receiving notice from the

— — ' ecZ<—<f o—f—<o% —Sf— Of 'feece% 1 odfosdestroying thg T Tt
monument, and the Soviet soldiers had blamed the act of vandalism on Poté&The
monument was replaced by another erected by Holocaust survivors. This, too, was

destroyed by Kutno residents’3

The monument erected in the Jeish ... fef—1"> *"3” —St feSfe *° F™e "t _9%S— "7
nad Nerem was smashed a few days later. From the collection of the Emanuel Ringelblum Jewish
Historical Institute . Ref. noMGL 1371.

72 (IlUDLP :DMNVHOILV] 3,Q /Kubhb &hd Buiodndikgs/ BoBE 406.Q
73 Mordechaj Canin,3UJH] UXLQ\ L ]JJOLV]F]D GR®UFK FRLYQWRK]JAGRZVNLFK Z
Warszawa 2018, p. 156.
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The monument erected in the Jewish cemetery over the ashes of ™e "' — % S— ~7"‘e Sflee:
nad Nerem was smashed a few days later. From the collection of the Emanuel Ringelblum Jewish
Historical Institute. Ref. noMGL 1393.

Of the over 7,000 Jews in Kutno, only a few survived the Holocaust and returned
to their town. They looked with pain at the devastated Jewish cemetery, where their
families and ancestors, who had lived in Kutno for centuries, were buried. They found it
hard to bear the fact that they could not visit the graves of loved who had no graves, and
it was painful to look at the desecrated graves of their forebears. The removal of
matzevot and the devastation of the cemetery by the Germans meant that they could not

locate their families' burial places, wandering around an empty area with no markers.
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The gravestones in the photograph were smashed up after 1945 by Kutno residents and over the
next few years they disappeared from the cemetery completely. From the collection of the City
and Powiat Library in Kutno.

The Jewish cemetery was repeatedly devagtd and desecrated. Kutno residents

stole soil, sand and gravel from it. Regardless of the term used to describe their actions,

it is undeniable that the earth, sand and gravel they took contained human remains.

Through Szmul Weintraub, the Jews of Kutnopproached the City National Council, the

highest city organ, requesting intervention to stop this misdemeanour. Evidence of

Szmul Weintraub's efforts can be found in the Kutho MRN minutes, which are currently

held at the Kutno branch of the State Archivesi 1‘...¢4 St <—> f—<'efZ ‘—e. .. <Z o

on 6 September 1946* was attended by 25 councillors (out of 27), including the

chairman of the meeting and the head of the Kutno MRN, Maksymilian Walewski. The

others in attendance wereLeonard Otocki, Jan Gabryjgee<a f"<fe fZF™eeca f..]
">Neecd —%otfec—eme <«f”",Zf™eecd «'=" <o—"fsd o..F fe f”
—t"fe —eefa — %o fec—ece (—e‘'™Maeeci ‘Ztelf™ <Z<C<fea "o

®...ef fNeecd sef’t "' Efe' ™eocd <o—""cfo> Tt M&Nboodaf e—f o<

" Minutes of the 23rd meeting of the City National Council in Kutno on 6 September 1946. State Archive in
34aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK UHA35QR $0. @]
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frfe™eecq fe ‘L ZE™eecAd  Yoof..> 1., ™eecd ftf—ece <
..t fNeecd Z7"tt feofed [f..If™ ‘ f7eecd fot —fecelf™ fa
the City Board were also present: the Mayor of Kutno, Jan Misztela; his Deputgmasz

®f Z<Neecd fot E—"> ofe, 174 feo fZ..1"¢ecd otf” <«—fe x *°~ -S:

reading out letters and requests, the issue of the Jewish cemetery was touched upon in

|

connection with a letter written by Szmul Weintraub. The minutes of the meetg,

attended by 23 councillors, the mayor and the deputy mayor, devote a total of two
efe—fe. . fe - —St of——F" 7 —St ™S fef_-F"53 0 Zf--1%’
regarding the digging up of gravel from the Jewish cemetery was then read dJét.

Following a discussion, it was unanimously agreed that the aforementioned matter falls
‘——ectt =St "tec— T —SF <«—> f-<'efZ ‘—e. .. <Z46

Minutes of the 23rd meeting of the City National Council in Kutno on 6 September 1946. From
the collection of the State Archivece [‘...e4 ——¢* "fe . S& "t"4 +185. {ysa Za sut

Like other Jewish properties, Jewish cemeteries were nationalised under a 1946
decree on abandoned and German estates. Until 31 December 1955, their owners or
heirs could apply to have them returned;after this date, the properties automatically
transferred to the State Treasury by law. As a result of nobody claiming the cemetery,
the Treasury became its legal owner on 1 January 1956.

After the war, the Kutno authorities established a fire station inthe former house
of study (bet midrash) on Senatorska Street (now Barlickiego Street) and a butcher's
shop in the former kosher poultry slaughterhouse. During the occupation, the Germans
took over properties, flats and homes owned by Jews, and these werebsequently
taken over by Poles. The desecration of the cemetery and the impossibility of reclaiming
the property at 48 Senatorska Street, which had been given to the Fire Service by the

authorities, led the Jews to ultimately accept their loss and settler a fence around the

%5 7KH ERDUG RI WKH agRBFLEUD QRIG RXWWHKUDO 6RFLHW\ RI -HZV LQ 3ROD!
desecration of the Jewish cemetery in Kutno (removal of soil from the cemetery grounds) in a letter written in

WR WKH FHQWUDO ERDU G .Razimé&HUb&nGmeQtardA UVORZENLH VIQDJRJL L (
modlitwy w Polsce w latach 1944 \EyU P DW H.WIDNayyZZ A91.
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Jewish cemetery as compensation. Protecting the graves of their ancestors was a

priority.

Resolution No. 130 of the City National Council in Kutno, adopted unanimously at the meeting on

13 April 1946, authorised the City Board tgourchase the property at 44 Senatorska Street (this

is a mistake the correct address is 48) belonging to the Jewish community, in exchange for a

“fef fr'—et =St t™ceS L tei-—f"54 "'e —-St 'ZZF..-<'e 7 -St -
Branch, Akta miasa Kutna, ref. no. 971, |. 78 verso.

Following lengthy discussions and negotiations, and after assembling the
necessary documents and attestations, a notarised agreement was sigffedefore
Maksymilian Walewski, a notary in Kutno, in his office at 21 Siendwicza Street. On 24

'meZ s{vza -St ——e' <= f"t ..'e"<"ett —Sf-a Ofes f "Fe—
prescription, the Jewish Religious Community in Kutno owned unmortgaged property
effoe—"coe% YaAXzV o~ <o =St .<—> ‘T ——e' ‘e Fefy4Ysthe —"FF-
boundaries of which were marked on a map drawn up by sworn surveyor Roman Holla

‘o tw  t'—Fe, 3" s{vyOd Sce f-—fe—f—c'e ™fe coe_tt — f-

% 6WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 34aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK $NWD QRWDULXV]D ODNV
Notary Maksymilian Walewski in Kutno], refio. 13, I. 536540.
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President of the Jewish Committee in Kutno, to present to the notary. It was signed by

Mayor Jan Misztela.

—f—F 7.8t <o T..eAd ——e' "fe  SA& fT.."Fe " —f"> feesecZcfe
13, leaf 537.
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TTMET T f——"efs Tf-f1 sy "<Z s{vz <ee—Ft > =St «T'TfeS< F™MceS
the chairman of the Jewish Committee in Kutno, Dr fl— "> ...> «<eefZe—Fced —f—-F 7...S<7% «
Kutno Branch, Records of Notary Maksymilian Walewski in Kutno, ref. no.13, |. 539.
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Excerpt from the minutes of the Volunteer Fire Service board meeting held in Kutno on 23 April
s{vza -—f-1t ”..S < dgtnoBrdnch,Records of Notary Maksymilian Walewski in Kutno,
ref. no. 13, . 538.
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Under an agreement’ concluded in the form of a notarial deed (no. 479) on 24
April 1948, the Jewish Committee in Kutno transferred the property at 48 Senatorska
Street, along with its outbuildings, to the Volunteer Fire Service. The property had a total
f"tf 7 yaxzv e~& fet =St —"fee™f” ™fe oftt co £§..Sfe%t "7 -
around the Jewish cemetery. The property was valued at 600,000 zloty, whereas the
Volunteer Fire Service undertook to pay the Jewish Committee 50,000 zloty and spend
the remainder (550,000 zloty) on building the fence. The deed was signed by Dr
Maurycy Finkelstein on behalf of the Kutno Jewish Religious Community, as well as by
the followin % sfs,t”¢ *°~ —St ‘Z—e—Ft” «"F 1"7<..t& f"<fe ‘ZfNeoc

[ffoeif™ f™MZfeq

The former house of study (bet midrash) at 48 Senatorska Street. After World War 11, the
bundlng was taken over by the Kutno authorities and handed over to th€olunteer Fire Service
" —etd — ™fe tfeZceStt <o —SF s{xred SF ,fee—""F ‘o oc! o¢ ™Mfo
1970s, and various commercial services have occupied the building since its closure in 1989.
S‘—'8 xei~ oe>efN..ce>+a n'dhtheSaxon.PAlace Museum in Kutno.

The provisions of the agreement were challenged on formal grounds by the

Circuit Liquidation Office and the Treasury Ministry, who argued that the Jewish

7T6WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 3aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK $NWD 1RWDULXV]D ODNV\P
Maksymilian Walewski in Kutno], ref. no. 13, |. 5340 verso.
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Committee had no legal right to carry out the transaction. Irpost-war Poland, when
many Jews left the country due to a hostile atmosphere, local Jewish communities were
foZt = o1%'—<f—1 f ococe—e Z1"FZ 7 Q.. "¢ Feef—c'e6 " "FfZ
ensuring the integrity of Jewish cemeterieg® The Ministry of Public Administration
considered all such agreements null and void. In their view, only the local committee
could decide such matters, whereas the Kutno committee was formally subordinated to
—St "'t FeSc< feec——1% <o Oxt &

Today, it is difficult to ascetain whether the provisions of the notarial deed were
ever implemented. The building continued to be used by the volunteer fire service.
According to people who lived near the cemeter§® a chainlink fence with concrete
posts was erected around the cemetg at some point in the late 1940s or early 1950s.

Unfortunately, the fence was ultimately destroyed. Only parts of it remain to this d&.

Surviving fragments of the fence put up around the cemetery in the late 1940s or early 1950s,
northern side. Photod * te«f f@ET™eefd ""'e —St f——-S*'"5e S*et f”...Sc"ta

78 Julia Machnowska SUD Z\ VAQDJRJ L FPHQWO U3 Re"E @RLEMNACk Kiinisterstwa

Administracji Publicznejs. 570571. https://zagladazydow.pl/index.php/zz/article/view/34/27

>GRVW S @

79 Letter from the Religions DepartmentW¢ KH .UDNyZ 9RLYRGH 6HSWHPEHU $UFKLZ
MAP, ref. n01095, k. 74#75.

80 |n May 2025, persons who wish to remain anonymous related their family transmissions to us.

81 A handful of surviving fragments of the fence are also visible ih®f IURP - X0\ WLWOHG 3&P
*\GRZVNL Z htip®V/@uvHyoutube.com/watch?v=kZL Ud6ZJsIM [accessed: 22.07.2025]
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZLUd6ZJslM

In 1953, following the Doctors' Plot during which Jewish doctors were accused of
'Z'——<*% f%ofc<es— —fZcsd O '—"%ofe0 fZe' ,t%ofe <o ‘Zfeta -
Finkelstein left Kutno8 The Kutno Jewish Committee ceased to exist. According to
statistics, only 10 Jews were living in Kutno in the 1960s. As there was no one to look
after it, the Jewish cemetery was regularly vandalised, looted and desecrated by Kutno
residents. This remains thecase to this day.

Changes to the landscape brought about during the German occupation of 1939
1945 and after the end of the Second World War are visible in aerial photographs and

photographs taken by Kutno residents.

View of the Jewish cemetery in Kuto, with visible soil disruption in the bottom right-hand
corner. Aerial photograph, 1955. From the collection of Wojskowe Biuro Historyczne im. gen.
broni Kazimierza Sosnkowskiego, ref. no. N3413%955-11000-009-2041, map code N34135,
1955, scale 1:11000row 9, no. 2041.

82 From a memoir by, GD .RZDO *RWHERUJ SOLHV]RD®P\VZ KUY WIRNUILL ) \@yZ =1
KutnowskielHG .DURO .RV]DGD (O*ELHWD ZL WNRZVND %R*849.D *DMHZVND
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View of the Kutno Jewish cemetery from the east. Several metres of soil have been illegally
removed since 1945. 1960s. From the collection of Wanda Olszewska in the home archive of
Aleksandra Kapitulska.

View of the Jewish cemetery in Kutno from the soutieast. The drop in soil level, which occurred
=17 s{vw t—3F =" «'«Z "}e'"fZa <o "cec,zta f["Z> s{yr-a S‘'-‘'a f"<f-
f7..S<F "7 ft™Mc%f x"f..ceefa
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On 7 August 1957, the Jewish cemeteip Kutno was declared redundant as a place of
burial (resolution no. 177/XXIX/57 of the Presidium of the District National Council in

Kutno)ss.

A" 8 @& Z]A - Jv Ws} IU <usv} @BahCaubcilDruikulng %efonds 684, J. 2

BAg 8 @& Z]A » Jv Ws} IU <pdv} @BahCalbciDrkung %efondE 686244.
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In a letter dated 10 May 1966, the Presidium of the District National Council ordered the
clean-up of the former Jewish cemetery in Kutno prior to its liquidaibn. This involved
removing any remaining gravestones and litter, and installing information boards
prohibiting cattle grazing, lighting fires and digging up the ground. However, the report
submitted to the President of the District National Council by th€ity National Council

was deliberately misleading, as none of the prescribed work had actually been done.

As there had been no response, the President of the Presidium was approached again in
October 1966 regarding the execution of the 10 May 1966 resdlon. An inspection
revealed that gravestones, or what remained of them, had not been removed,;
information boards prohibiting the desecration of the closed grounds had not been
erected; an inventory of headstones had not been compiled; and rubbish and rubthad

not been cleared away.

On 5 April 1967, an urgent letter was sent out calling for the immediate removal of parts
of headstones that were not full sepulchral monuments, and for the erection of boards to
inform people of the prohibition of digging upthe ground, grazing cattle, lighting fires,
and dumping rubbish. It was also suggested that the 70 reinforced concrete columns
that formed part of the fence should be removed and used for other purposes, since it
would be unwise to refence the grounds. Tie District National Council in Kutno awaited
an application and a draft resolution regarding the repurposing of the cemetery grounds
as a public park, as well as an appeal to the Presidium of the Voivodeship National
Council (Department of Utility and Howsing Services) to request permission from the
Ministry of Public Utilities to close the cemetery ahead of schedule, in accordance with
the Ministry's Department of Utility Services guidelines of 27 February 1957 (No. UZ
e/6/28/57). The City National Council in Kutno had until 30 April 1967 to carry out

these activities.

On4 August 1967 the Presidium of the City National Council, Department of Public
Utility and Housing Services in Kutno, instructed the City Department of Public Utility
Services to remove pes of headstones that were not entire sepulchral monuments, to
make an inventory of them, to put up boards prohibiting digging, cattle grazing, burning
fires, dumping rubble and rubbish, and removing the reinforced concrete columns along

the western sideof the grounds.
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"E§ E Z]JA o Jv Ws} IU <psv} dRalWCaubcilDnkuing %efond 686, 43

We can learn about how the cemetery area was treated by the local authorities in
communist Poland by examining the correspondence between the city office artke
powiat office 84 In July 1974, the City Office in Kutno informed the Powiat Office in Kutno

that there were no Jewish cemeteries in the city of Kutn® Several decades after the

war, matzevot from the Jewish cemetery were still incorporated into roadgavements,

courtyards, and the driveways of public facilities.

84 6WDWH $UFKLXWQR FARFNFK 8U] G OLHMVNL Z . XWQLH >&LW\ 2I1ILFH LQ

85 Cmentarze i grobownictwo wojenne 19984 6 WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 3aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK
Kutnie [City Office in Kutno], ref. no. 321, I. 11.

74



0 SE"f f 1 o fefc.. . Ftetf—f"cfe <o —SF <—> " ——e'04 <o"'"ee _St 1t
Housing Services at the City Office in Kutno. This information was sent to the Kutno Powiat

Of'¢<..% ‘et —7Z> s{yva 7"'e —St ..‘ZZ%F..—<e '~ =St —f-F .St <o T
321, 1. 11.

Andrzej Urbaniak, longstanding director of the Regional Museum in Kutno and
president of the Society of Friends of the Kutno Region, led a team aftivists in a
painstaking search. They held difficult conversations with Kutno residents and, as a
result, Urbaniak was able to reclaim the first large batch of matzevot from courtyards,
streets and gardens in 1998. Colours still survived on four of theeadstones, some of
which had inscriptions in Polish and some in Hebrew. Two years later, more headstones
"hie _&F 1™eS L tef—1">4 ™S8 ST ,ffe et <o cfeer —tx
at the Kutno museum. Activists located and transported 250 fragmés of matzevot to
the museum. The search was difficult because the matzevot had been placed face down,
were often broken, and had lost their original shapelt is also known that a 300metre
ef.—cte T ™M(Neoct% —"F1t— Sft ,tte  fRaédralsteressfmpiet™ ‘-4 -
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vanished after the surface was replaced with new materi#f Some matzevot were
destroyed by Kutno residents who, upon discovering their origin, did not want

gravestones in their backyards but lacked the courage to return them.

An article8” about gravestones from the Kutno Jewish cemetery appeared in 1992. The

author wrote:

One of Kutno's market squares has an apparently ordinary stone wall running
around it. Vendors use it to display their merchandise and weary pedestrians sit on
it to rest. Most people pass the enclosure with indifference, heading straight for the
market. Only those who know what to look out for and have a keen eye can spot the
grey stones covered in ornaments and mysterious symbols amid the mosaic of
broken rock. Upa closer examination, these symbols turn out to be faded Hebrew
letters arranged into lines of text that break off at the edges of the stones.

‘ecef «f—"fe5e f"—<«...Z%t& OCZft> ..efe—f"0f >t ' ™eect%oi'e™ —_ect
Poranny, 20 21 June 1992, issue 143. From the collection of the City and Powiat Library in
Kutno.

8 ORQLND 3LBWUBVHYWDU]D *\GRZVNLHJR Z . XaRQLHR, 2 Gr&K\ SDPL FL~
1992, issue 143.

8% ORQLND 3LHWUDV 3 ODG\ FPHQWDU]D *\GRZANaNRIM 3 R,IDZXAM@LH 2NUXFK\
1992, issue 143.
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Unfortunately, very few matzevot have been recovered. Wealise that there are
still many matzevot in Kutno which should be returned to the cemetery to create a
lapidarium after all, they belong to the dead. The dead have ownership of their burial
place until the end of time, and the same applies to their grastoness® The Regional
Museum in Kutné® planned to decipher and translate the inscriptions with the help of
staff from the Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw, and to catalogue the matzevot.
Unfortunately, more than 30 years passed before the descendari$ the Jews of Kutno
could do this. At their request, the museum took photographs of the matzevot and
provided them free of charge.

The political transition of 1989 in Poland, which saw a change in political system,
also resulted in a change in the sta's attitude towards Jewish cemeteries. In 1990, the

Tt T =SE e cZ T cece—FTe ™It T Tt e e fce% —S |

burial place of the dead to be especially sacred. Cemeteries are shown the highest
reverence, regardless of theicondition or what remains above ground. Therefore, even

unfenced cemeteries with no gravestones remain holg?@

9 December 1992 was a significant moment in the history of the

——e' f™ceS Fef-—F"584 o —-Sf- tf>a -St ..fef—-%t"> Apfe fTTET
Register of Immovable Heritage under number 635. The Kutno Regional Museum was
—St T<Te— <oo—c———<te ' 775 —' =St <T'TieS< "fe. .S <o It
Protection Service for this to happen. In a letter dated 12 February 1992, actingrector

f1%  "cef—f f.f* ["%—3t -Sf-— —-St f"tf f"*—et —-S* .. fefi-1%
development and that there was a real risk of the cemetery being devastated and part of
the area being taken away! In response, the Voivodeship Monument Conservator in

[“. e " teft —Sf— ——e' <«—> fZZ& fe —ST floecece—"f—"" """ St %
have them included on the register. After this information was forwarded to the City

Office, the latter sent an application, dated 28 April 1992, to the National Moment

8 7THUHVD .OLPRZLF] 3DZH&PURMMRL $QREQipNdH, 7 W].FL VNL
89 | ater renamed the Saxon Palace Museum in Kutno.
9 Krzysztof Bielawski,=DJaDGD FPHQW D WhrszaamR@20,NLIA&

91 6WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 3aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK JHVSyaséuhid KRnHIJLRQDO
ref. no. 225, |. 5.
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i_f—cte FUTc tA <T'tEieSc< "fe.. S Restates.thdt th& LityZ f-—1”
authorities had prepared two granite tablets inscribed in Polish and Hebrew to
commemorate the existence of the cemetery at that spot. In the reasoning behind the
decision to add the Kutno cemetery to the Register of Cultural Monuments, the

‘Tt teSc<’ fe—efe— feed”Tf_t" o J'.e e—f_tt —Sf— 0-St .. Fe]
before 1793 and was completely destroyed during World War Il. Although no markers
survive 'in situ', the cemetery area is being added to the register in light of its religious
significance, as it remains the final resting place of Jews. Until 1939, the Jewish
community constituted up to 75% of the town's population and was of great significance
— ——e' b8y fet TETfZ’ete—08 St "FWoce—1" <o .—""Fe—7> o— (
of the 23 July 2003 Law on the Protection and Care of Historical Monuments, as well as
the 26 May 2011 Ordinance of the Minister of Culture and National Heritage on the
maintenance of the register of monuments, national, provincial and municipal registers
of monuments, and the national list of stolen or unlawfully exported monuments.

o Z—ecte 7 St ——e' fef—1"> <o =St "t%oce—1" ‘7 ceetTf 7%

Voivodeship safegarded the site from repurposing and irrevocable destruction.

26WDWH $UFKLYH LQ 34aRFN . XWQR %UDQFK ]JHVSya 0OX]HXP 5HIJLRQDOQ|
ref. no. 44, |. 80.
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Monument documentation: the Kutno Jewish cemetery file is available on the Zabytek.pl website,
a service of the National Institute of Cultural Heritage. File no7318, document date: 198701-

01, Author: T. Gurowska Resource Register of immovable heritage

ID: PL.1.9.ZIPOZ.NID_N_10_EN.402#8s://zabytek.pl/pl/obiekty/kutno _-cmentarz-
zydowski/dokumenty/PL.1.9.ZIPOZ.NID_N_10_EN.40273/flaccessed: 15.06.2025] Public
domain.

In 1993, the Kutno authorities initiated the erection of a monument in the
cemetery to commemorate the Kutno residents buried there. The monument, which
took the form of two matzevot, featured the following inscription: This is the resting
place of Kutno Jews who settled in the town since the beginning of the fifteenth century.
The cemetery, located on a hill, was established in 1793. Jews were buried hdrlarch

1943. Please show respethe text was composed by Dr Janusz Pawlak.

93 This fact is reported b§azeta Wyborczd Q WKH VXSSOHPHQW 3*D]JHWD QIB9DID]RZV]X ™ ITUF
the article3DPL FL )\GyZ N.XWe@des yrvidedby Dr Janusz Pawlak have not been confirmed by

historians. The fact that the Kutno Jewish cemetery appears on the Gilly and Cron map from 1793 does not mean

that it was founded that yearh@& date of the last burial (March 1943) indicated by the author is also unlikely.

The Jews of Kutno were exterminated in March 1942.
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™ ¢ _f”21:_. TM(_s coe Tl _¢lee (o ‘Z(oé f.T :t"”:tTMé_ Tf.f%o:tT WD Nfon;
Gajewska. From the author's home archive.
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The monument in the shape of two matzest in the Kutno Jewish cemetery. Photograph taken in

May 2024 during a memorial event for the 1,056 inmates of the Konstancja Judenlager who died

or were killed by the Germans and buried in the cemetery between 1940 and 1942. Photo:
“fef fE&T ™ e. fhe atithor's home archive.

In 1997, the Polish parliament passed the Law on Relations between the State
and Jewish Religious Communities in the Republic of Poland. This legislation includes
provisions for the return of communal properties lost or nationalsed during or after the
war to Jewish religious communities. According to the law, Jewish communities and the
Union of Jewish Communities in Poland can apply for the return of synagogues,
cemeteries, and other properties that served Jewish communities bk the war. The
regulatory proceedings require the applicant (i.e. a specific Jewish religious community
or the Union) to prove to the Regulatory Commission (half of whose members represent
the government and half represent the Union) that the property irquestion belonged to
a Jewish religious community on 1 September 1939, and to demonstrate what function
~St - ei"TEtA 0 Ottetee—"f—10 effee —' iefe— FTctie.
significant challenge, as most documents were destroyed during World Wdl. People

could barely save their own lives, let alone ownership documents, community reports or
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the statutes of Jewish organisations. The deadline for applications for return passed in
May 200294

In an application dated 22 January 2002, the Union of wesh Religious
Communities in the Republic of Poland requested that regulatory proceedings be
conducted and that ownership of the Jewish cemetery in Kutno a property that had
been taken over by the State Treasury, located at Tarnowskiego Street in Kutno,
constituting a plot of land with the geodetic number 502, on map sheet 18, in precinct 4,
with an area of 3.0102 hectares be transferred to the applicant. The processing of the
case began.

In July and August 2005, the city of Kutno planned to modernisihe internal

LT frE Y =8t c—> SFZ7 te e—tTeect%o' —"tEi-8 —"<ce%

that the Germans had used to pave garage driveways in 1940 were unearthed in the
inner courtyard. As previously mentioned, in 1940, the Germans adapted twesidential
buildings at 17 and 18 Nowy Rynek to serve as the NSDAP party headquarters. After
World War I, the building the current city hall premises along with the Podrzeczna
Street courtyard, were taken over by the local authorities. Starting in # 1950s, the
building was extended towards Podrzeczna Street. There were undoubtedly more
matzevot on the property, but the policy in communist Poland was not conducive to

preserving Jewish heritage.

St —fe—cetes T —Zcfe Flefd f ...'ee—"— . —<'s —t. .. Sec..

construction office during the German occupation, given at the Magistrates' Court in

Kutno in 1946, was corroborated. He stated that gravestones from the Jewish cemetery
had been used to build the NSDAP headquarters. The fragments of matzevot found were
placed in the collection of the Regional Museum in Kutno (now the Saxon Palace

Museum in Kutno) and numbered 493816.

% QRQLND .UDZF]\N 3*5HVW\WXFMD PLH Qstan &zBdzyz paiGRIZWN (pFakief 18 R O V F H

O DMibrasz2006,n0. 1/105.
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Photographs taken during construction work in the coutyard of Kutno City Hall at 18 N
cTe—toect% ' o—"F1— o ——e'd —Z> trrwd S'—'8 <«..SfT f,I"*Neeca 7o
Palace Museum in Kutno.

In 2010, as part of a public project subsidised by the City of Kutno, the Association
of Friends of =St ——¢' f%oc'e .. ‘eecesciott fo —'tf_tt " ecte 7
1737 —-St "t—ete 7 —SE Zt F™<ceS fef-—%"> <o ——e'0a Sce t°
been prepared in 1987 by a team of appraisers from the Scientifiechnical Association
of Engineersand Gardening Technicians in Warsaw. The project envisaged recreating the
line of the fence, but not as a brick wall like the original. The design included a lapidarium
to separate the grounds from a school playing field and a gate at the original entrance
Inside, matzevot from the deposit at the Saxon Palace Museum were to be suspended on
hooks. The cemetery was intended to allbw Kutno residents to walk freely from the
Tarnowskiego Street housing estate to the city centre. In 2001, the design was updatad
Pracownia Projektowa Architektury Krajobrazu o "cefe—"e N6 ""‘e f7ef ™j
Over the last decade or so, the Jewish cemetery has been used on occasion as an

auxiliary facility for nearby housing construction sites.
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During the construction of nearby housing developments, the developer used the Jewish

cemetery as a deposit site for materials. Following an intervention by one of the authors of this
f"—(...Zié _S:I: %onz_..'.. TM:I:":I: “i._‘"iT e _Si(n'\xn.in ._f_:ta '[I‘SW& S:_
the author's home archive

A view of the eastern part of the cemtery in 2012. Some of the historic wall separating the
oldest (original) part of the cemetery from a property on Sobieskiego Street can be seen. Photo:
“fef fEFT™eefad "'e —_St f—-—S'"5e S'ef f7...S<"tA
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A view of part of the surviving wall from inside thecemetery. 2016. Photo: Anna Rybarska. From
the author's home archive.

View of part the surviving wall from outside the cemetery (the properties in Sobieskiego street).
trtva S‘—'a * feof fEI™eefa "o —_St f——S'"5e S'ef f"...Sc"F4

86



The historic brick-and-stone wall
surrounding the Jewish cemetery and
separating it from the properties on
Sobieskiego Street is slowly
teoef " Ff7<e% & trswa S‘'—'&
Gajewska. From the author's home
archive.

The historic brick wall in the original part of the cenetery, which survived for
several hundred years, has been slowly disappearing in recent years. Over a decade ago,
when walking along the eastern boundary of the cemetery, there were remnants of the
wall, with foundations visible up to a certain height, almst along the entire length.
These remnants separated the cemetery grounds from properties on Sobieskiego Street.
Today, however, there is a new fence at the site and the wall has disappeared, despite
the fact that the cemetery, wall included, is a listednonument. Disowned for over 80
years, the necropolis has been destroyed, vandalised and desecrated. Legally, it was
owned by the State Treasury, and in communist Poland, state ownership meant

belonging to no one.
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Lack of respect for the Jewish cemeterip Kutno f Z+* Z‘‘ee Zcot —Sced S'—'a * tof [fEL
From the author's home archive.

This situation persists to this day. From early spring until late autumn, people
consume alcohol in the cemetery. In winter, children ride their sledges there. Regardless
of the weather, local residents walk their dogs there all year round. They also cut
through the cemetery to go to the city centre. Ten years ago, information boards about
the nature of the site were put up at each of the paths that had been worn through the
cemetery. This hasn't helped; only putting up a fence around the cemetery will prevent it

from being desecrated.

Jewish Kutno Group logo
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The state of the Jewish cemetery in Kutno alarmed the descendants of Kutno
Jews, who have already made significant effort® renovate it. Established in 2008 by
Yosef Kutner, the Jewish Kutno Group brings together individuals whose ancestors
hailed from Kutno. It is an informal collective with no formal structure or membership
fees. Its original aim was to collect genealogat information about Jews from Kutno.
Yosef Kutner aimed to create a database containing information about the Jewish
community in  Kutno. In the same year, he created the website
http://jewish.kutno.free.fr/, publishing the initial data and translations fr om the Kutno
Memorial Book. Photographs of Kutno and information about the town's history and
Jewish inhabitants were also collected. All of this material is available free of charge to
anyone interested in the subject. In this way, the Jewish Kutno Groapntinues the work
of associations of former Kutno residents in Israel and around the world. The group has
also started new projects and collaborates with the authorities, institutions, and Kutno
residents.

The Jewish Kutno Group has obtained over 700 ptographs of matzevot
fragments from the Saxon Palace Museum in Kutno. The fragments have been cleaned,
numbered and photographed, and are now stored in the museum. The photographs
™7 —fefe 5> «..SfI f,I*Neeca f ofe t”7 '~ —St ehetifeless5e o—f "¢
efforts of the Jewish Kutno Group, 100 gravestones have been fully reconstructed and 60
partially. Thia Persoff spent many weeks translating the barely legible Hebrew text into
English. Only a small number of the gravestones included surnames common feature
of matzevot from the period (family names were forced upon Polish Jews at the
beginning of the nineteenth century by state decrees). Prior to this, only the deceased
person's hame, the name of their father, and the date of death were tgpily provided.
However, by comparing the information from the matzevot with the Kutno Jewish
Group's genealogical database, it was possible to retrieve some of the missing
information, especially surnames. This led to the publication oBroken Memories:
Remains from the Jewish Cemetery in Kutrnitially published as a PDF (and released as
a paperback in 2022), it can be downloaded free of charge from

http://jewish.kutno.free.fr/books.html

Below, we present photographs of a number of matzevot from the Kutno Jewish

cemetery that are currently in museum storage. Members of the Kutno Group have
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pieced together broken fragments of matzevot and translated the Hebrew inscriptions

into English. Among the lot, there is also one matzevah in Polish.

The elaborate and symbolic ornamentation on these gravestones is worth noting.
S'—%"f'Se ,> <«.Sf1 f,i'Neeca "¢ —St ..'ZZ%f..—-<e " -St f
Kutno, published inBroken Memories: Remains from the Jewish Cemetery in Kutewish

Kutno Goup.

Roza, daughter of Shimon, d. 29 June 1841. The oldest matzevah surviving from the Kutno
Jewish cemetery.

Matzevah of Ayzik Cwang, son of Chaim, d. 29 August 1896
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Matzevah ofEster Chai BIGELAJZEN, daughter oin@lrel Aharon, d. 12 June 1917
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Matzevah of Ite Bracha FRENKEL, d. 1937
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Matzevah of HaKohef

Matzevah ofZvi, son of Moshe, d. 13 December 1877

93



Matzevah of Eliezer?

94



Matzevah of Avigdor Wigdorowicz, son of Moshe HaKohen, d. 17 November 1912
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Matzevah ofAbraham Yitzhak Grinbaum, son of Yehuda Leibush, d.?

Matzeva of Eismanowicz, d. 18 December 1928, with an inscription in Polish
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The publication was created in the hope that it would supporthe ambitious
project of renovating the cemetery and returning the matzevot to the grounds, which we
hope will be carried out within the next few years with the help of generous donations.
The Jewish Kutno Group continues to support the renovation of theukho Jewish
cemetery and efforts to transform it into a monument to the victims of the Konstancja
Judenlager, as well as an educational site. Since 2022, the group's representative, Yosef
Kutner, has visited Kutno annually to meet with local authorities, nstitutions, and

residents, and has participated in educational projects.

The cover ofBroken Memories: Remains from the Jewish Cemetery in Kytnblished by the
Jewish Kutno Group.

In 2019, over a dozen fragments fomatzevot of various sizes werdound during
— St tcoefe—Zco% ‘'~ —St Z'™ ™Mf77 fri—et —SF e —f"f <o
inscriptions had been chipped off. During the war, the Germans used these matzevot
from the Kutno cemetery to redesign the square. The matzevot were transferred the
Saxon Palace, which has been entrusted with all of the matzevot that have been

reclaimed so far.
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In 2019, over a dozen fragments of matzevot of various sizes with inscriptions were found

during work to dismantle the low wall arount —S# «“—f"f <o Zf.. ‘Ze'd..<4d <o—* ™MSc.,
been incorporated. Photo: <...Sfl f,1'Neecad ""'e —St .. *ZZ%t..—c'e '~ —St [&'
Kutno.
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In 2019, over a dozen fragments of matzevot of various sizes with inscriptions were found

duringwor e —* tceefe—Z% —8% Z:™ Mf77 fri_et 8% o f"f o Zf.. ‘Ze'ad
been incorporated. Photo: «<...Sfl f,1'Neeca ""'e¢ —St .. ‘ZZ%t..—<'e " —-St f&'s f,
Kutno.
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For over 30 years, the gravestones from Kutno's Jewish cemetery haween waiting to be
returned to their rightful place in storage rooms at the Saxon Palace Museum in Kutno. Photo:
“fef fEFT™eefd "'e —_St f——-S'"5e S'ef f"...S<"ta

In 2020, archaeological work was carried out in the Jewish cemetery in Kutno to
search for te foundations of the ohel of Rabbi Israel Yehoshua Trunk, which was
destroyed during World War IlI, and to prepare documentation to enable its
reconstruction.®> The work was carried out by Artur and Judyta Ginter, who discovered
the lost ohel, along with anannexe that was probably a twentiethcentury grave
belonging to another individual, as well as fragments of a large obelisk and a gravestone.
o «tif '—= TUP™METY s %o—Tf— o"fiZ fet —ST F™ceS tZ<%o<' —

thus realised.

B*L QWHU $UWXU *LQWHU -XG\WD 32KHO RI ,VUDHO -RVKXD 7UXQN LQ '
Fasciculi Archaeologiae Historicag6, p 169178.
10.23858/FAH36.2023.009ttps://journals.iaepan.pl/fah/article/view/3gfatcessed: 23.06.2025]
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The foundaions of the ohel view looking north. Photo: Judyta Ginter. Ginter Artur, Ginter

—t>—fa trtu & 0 STZ ° e7ffZ teS—f "—ee <o —-5% 1 FasRulitei-—1">

Archaeologiae Historicad6, p. 169178. 10.23858/FAH36.2023.009.
(https://journals.iaepan.pl/fah/article/view/3651 _|[accessed: 23.06.2025]

The case concerning the ownership of the Jewish cemetery in Kutno had been
pending before the Regulatory Commission for JewisReligious Communities for over
20 years. The Jewish community had to prove that they owned the cemetery before
1939. This was extremely difficult because the Germans had destroyed all documents
belonging to the Jewish Religious Community and other Jewistrganisations and
institutions in Poland during World War Il. The turning point appears to have come in
2021, when the Commission's work accelerated. A solution was found that would allow
the question of ownership of the Kutno Jewish cemetery to be resoldelt was decided
that indirect evidence would have to be sought. The applicant searched the Kutno
eS0T =St —f—-F "..S<7f fet =St It f™Mf— fe_ni "
Documentation, submitting documents found concerning the Jewish commuwis legal
title to the cemetery to the Regulatory Commission in Warsawl.he documents indicate
that, prior to 1939, the property belonged to the Jewish Religious Community in Kutno.
The community was responsible for maintaining the grounds, making decigns
regarding the construction of an enclosure around the plot, and ensuring security. It also

carried out works inside the grounds to maintain order and the dignity of a place of
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burial. The documents certify that individuals representing the Jewish commuty took
actions with regard to the cemetery with legal effect. Submitting the documents

accelerated the procedure.

Decision of the Regulatory Commission for Jewish Religious Communities transferring
ownership of the Jewish cemetery in Kutno to the Unioof Jewish Religious Communities in the
Republic of Poland.
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On 21 November 2023, the Regulatory Commission for Jewish Religious
Communities resolved to transfer the property at Tarnowskiego Street, plot no. 502
(map sheet 18, precinct 4), area 3.0102 hayhich constituted a Jewish cemetery on 1
September 1939, to the Union of Jewish Religious Communities in the Republic of
Poland free of charge and free of encumbrances. This is the most significant decision in
the contemporary history of the Jewish cemedry in Kutno. It means that 80 years after

the war, the cemetery has finally been returned to its rightful owner.

In June 2025, ownership rights to the cemetery were transferred from the Union

of Jewish Religious Communities in the Republic of Poland thet Jewish Religious
‘ee—ec—> 7 Oxt & St o —f"<fZ tiFt fet =St t<e. Z'e—"Ff " -S
new mortgage register the previous register having vanished during the German

occupation of 1939 1945 will enable the owner to manage the propertyfreely.

A hundred years ago, the Jewish cemetery was on the edge of town; today, it is in the city centre.
The Catholic cemetery can be seen on the right. 2016. Aerial view from a balloon. Photo: Leszek
Baranowski. From the home archive of Lidia Baramveska.
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Descendants of Kutno Jewsvand orthodox Jews from all over the world visit the Kutno Jewish
oFef—F">a trsya S‘—='a ‘ fef fEI™eef

The names and details of the Jews of Kutno, who lived there for centuries before
being murdered by the Germansluring the Holocaust, are fading from the memories of
today's residents. However, the Jewish cemetery remains a tangible reminder of Kutno's

Jewish community and forms part of the city's cultural heritage.
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Rabbinical Commission Guidelines for t he Preservation of Jewish Cemeteries

Status of the cemeteries in Jewish law and tradition

A Jewish burial is mentioned for the first time in theBook of Genesisvhen after the
death of his wife Sarah, Avraham purchased a plot of land in which to bury héGenesis
23:2-20) In the Jewish tradition, A cemetery acquires its specjal status moment of
purchase of a parcel of land for the burial purposeseven before the first interment
takes place.

In Judaism both the spirituals and physical are sacred.The soul is the source of
holiness, while the body is a vessel that bears it. According to Jewish tradition and law,
human body remains sacred even after death and remains so till the Judgment Day.
Therefore the bones of the deceased remain holy and inVable. Tradition says that the
soul and body are connected even after death; therefore if the bones are disturbed here
on Earth, the peace of the soul in Heaven is also disturbed.

Because the bones are sacred they need to be treated with the utmost resp&he

bodies of the deceased must be buried in the ground, which excludes both cremation
and leaving them above ground and must remain untouched. For this reason in Judaism
exhumation is strictly prohibited, except in rare and extraordinary cases.

Commission Activities in Poland

The Commission was established to supervise all the work taking place at the Jewish
cemeteries in Poland. The focus of the Commission is the preservation of the cemeteries
in their historical borders (pre-war borders). From the perspective of Jewish law,

under which the Commission operates, the central priority is the preservation of the
human remains buried in the cemetery, regardless of whether these remains are placed
in the anatomical arrangement or are mixed with layersf soil. In other words,

according to Jewish tradition A cemetery is defined by the presence of human remains,
irrespective of whether the external markers of the cemetery were destroyed, its
boundaries were blurred or the cemetery was built over. Conseguntly the

Commission's task is to prevent any new construction on cemetery grounds, as well as
the expansion of the facilities already situated therewhether constructed during the
German occupation, under the communists regime, or after 1989. The fabat the
necropolis has been buikup and human remains desecrated as a result of past
earthworks does not mean that Jews no longer consider this area a cemeterg sacred
place for them.

Methodology of the Commission's work: performing works at the cemet  eries

Judaism prohibits any disturbance of the soil at the Jewish cemeteries due to the risk of
displacing the bones. Therefore, only noinvasive research methods are permitted. In
order to reconstruct the historical boundaries of the cemetery or identy the burial

areas, the following tools may be employed: synchronization of the pm@ar maps,
synchronization of the aerial photos from the World War 1l, GPR surveys and LIDAR
(light detection and ranging). The primary method is an ossite verification examining
the area for the traces of the pravar fence or other cemetery structures.
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The archeological excavations are allowed only in exceptional cases, after consultation
with the Commission and under the rabbinical supervision by an authorized
representative of the Commission.

Tombstones

According to the Jewish tradition matzevot belong to the deceased and therefore should
be returned to the cemetery from which they originate. It is not allowed to reerect such
relocated matzevot in a way imitating heir original arrangemen or suggesting that they
are located in the actual original burial place.

The Commission recommends that in such case, the optimal solution is to create a
lapidary, integrated with an existing fence or located in its vicinity. Thexact location of
the lapidary must be agreed upon with the Rabbinical Commission. Moreover
uncovering, lifting or re-erecting tombstones that fell, were overgrown or covered by
the soil at the cemetery is forbidden.

In summary, any actions that may viola the human bones beneath the surface are
forbridden.

Any renovation, maintenance and conservation tasks of matzevot should be performed
in accordance with the conservation procedures and in case of any doubtsonsulted
with the Commission.

Practical remarks:

x while recreating the inscriptions during renovation of the matzevot, the content
needs to be consulted with the Commission (Hebrew consultation),

x the use of any chemical substances on the matzevot is strictly forbidden without
the permission of the Relevant Heritage Conservator,

x tombstones or inscriptions should not be painted without prior approval of the
paints and techniques to be used by the Relevant Heritage Conservator,

x matzevot must not be cleaned with hard brushes, including wire brushes.

Guidelines for conducting work on Jewish cemeteries

The following guidelines apply both to the fenced and marked cemeteries, as well as to

those whose boundaries have not been established yet. In case of the latter ones it

should also be noted that one ofite forms of the protection of their burial zone is to

.Sfe%t —St Zfet —et —* —St 0% fte fEf64 ™Mc-S .. ZFf" —,Z«
is a cemetery; it should be noted in a way that will leave no doubt that the area should

not be used for recrational purposes.

From the perspective of the Jewish tradition, the most important priority is providing
peace of the deceased and the inviolability of their graves. Therefore, all work at the
cemeteries, including projects aimed at restoring their histdcal boundaries, must
respect these priorities.
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Within the Jewish cemeteries:

it is not allowed:

x

X X X X X

to carry any type of work on Shabbat (from dusk on Friday till dusk on Saturday)
and on Jewish Holidays,

to dig,

to transport soil from the cemetery,

to enter with the heavy equipment (the appropriate permits can be issued only
by the Commission),

to remove the roots of trees and bushes,

to excavate the tombstones,

to dig up or disturb human bones without authorization,

to undermine the fence,

to open graves;

it is allowed:

to cut to the ground level- trees, bushes, annual, biennial and perennial plants,
to remove stumps and roots of the old trees,

to burn weeds, branches and woodin accordance with the health and safety
regulations,

to mark pathways on theground surface- after consulting with the Commission,
to add additional layers of earth, providing that it is free from debris and other
contaminants,

to clean the tombstones,

to place commemorative plaques and information signs after consulting with
the Commission.

Notice: In case of discovering human remains, work must be stopped immediately and
the Commission office contacted without delay.

In case of any substantive questions or concerns, please contact the Rabbinical
Commission directly (6 Twarda St, 006950 Warsaw, tel. +48 22 526 54 59, Hnail:
komisja.rabiniczna@jewish.org.pl).

https://fodz.pl/?d=4&id=48&I=en
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